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An analysi9 has been made of reports of fires in post war non-traditional
dwellings returned by Fire Br1gades in Great Britain in 1953.

Tl'TO hundred and seventy seven temporary d"el11ngs ~Tere damaged by fire
in 1953 (17.7 per 10,000 d;rellings at risk). Fires assoc1atedwith the use of
electricity accounted for eJJnost half the fires of knmm cause. Thirty one
non-fatal and two fatal casualties occurred as a result of fires in post war
temporary dwellings in 1953. The total rate of incidenc:e of fire in temporary
d~Tellings is slightly higher than that for 1952, and continues the 'lteadJ"
increase that has occurred since 1946, althoueh it is still at about the level
of the latest available overall figure for pre-war houses (1952). The
increase is mainly due to the causes 'electric cooker', 'electric wire and
cable' and 'flue'.

There "ere 218 permanent non traditional dwellings damaged by fire in
1953, (8.1 per 10,000 d~Tellings at risk). The causes 'fire in grate' and
'flue' together accounted for 39% of the fires of known cause, electrical
causes were another important group. Thirteen serious :rires ~Tere reported 1n
permanent non-traditional dwellings, four of which occur?'ed in B.I.S.F. houses.
There "Tere 22 non-fatal casualties and one fatal casualty l"eported as a
result of fires in permanent non-traditional dwellings. The total rate of
incidence of fire in permanent non-traditional dwellings (8.1 damaged d"ellin83
per 10,000 at risk per year) is signific~,tly lmier than that for 1952 •
There have been corresponding decreases in the rates of incidence for each of
the main types of permanent non-traditional dwelling with the exception of the
Laing-Easiform and the Weir types. The distribution of the causes of fires in
permanent non-traditional dwellings follows much the same pattern as in
previous years, the decrease in the total rate of incio.ence being mainly
due to the causes 'fire in grate' and 'flue'.
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FIRES IN POsr-WAR lNlELLINGS

An analysis of reports of fires attended by
Fire Brigades in Great Britain during 195;.

by

J. E. L. HINrON.

INrROrocTION

This note continues the survey of fires in post war dwellings described
in F.R. 70/195;.(1) Reports of 275 incidents in tSIllporsry houses and
21; incidents in permanent houses of non traditional construction have been
analysed. In all there were 277 temporary d'tTellings (17.7 per 10,000
dwellings at risk) and 218 permanent non-traditional dlfellings (8.1 per
10,000 dwellings at risk) damaged by fire in 195;.

The distributions of, fires by type of house, by cause and by material
first ignited, have been studied and the results compared with previous
analyses.

I. TEMPORARY HOUSES

Rate of incidence. There were 275 incidents in tSIllporary post-war
houses attended by Fire Brigades dur-Ing 1953. These involved 277 dwellings,
corresponding to a rate of incidence of 17.7 damaged dwellings per 10,000
at risk per year. Of these outbreaks 245 were confined to the room of
origin and there were 16 serious fires in Which more than half the dwelling
was damaged. In Table I the distribution of incidents in the main types of
temporary wfellings is shown together with information on the extent of fire
damage.

Causes and materials first ignited. The causes of fire are analysed in
Table 2 and curves showing the changes in the more imPortant causes are ' given
in Fig. 2. The greateot individual contribution was that of the cause
described as 'electric wire and cable' which was reported in 74 incid.ents
(4.7 damaged dwellings per 10,000 at risk). Fires due to all electrical
causes comprised almost half the total of the fires of known cause.

The causes of fire and the materials first ignited in tile six main
types of temporary dwelling are shown in Tables 3-8.

Forty-eight of the incidents in Aluminium houses lfere due to causes
associated With the use of electricity, 30 of ;Thich vere reported as faults
in electric wire and cable (5.5 damaged dwellings per 10,000 at risk~ the
causes 'fire in grate' and 'flue' together accounted for a further 26
incidents (4.8 damaged dwellings per 10,000 at risk).

In Arcon dwellings there were 39 incidents due to electrical causes
(10.1 per 10,000 'dwsllings at risk), in 23 of thsse faults in electric wire
and cable caused ignition of the insulatioD and structw."al materials,
16 incidents (4.1 per 10,000 dwellings at risk) were due to 'fire in grate'
and 10 to radiated heat and sparks from flues. In eight of the latter
incidents constructional materials were ignited first.

In Uniseco dlfellings 11 incidents lfBre due to faults in electric lfit'e
and cable (3.8 damaged dwellin'gs per 10,000 'at risk), 9 incidents to
electric cookers, eight of which were due to the material in the oven or on
the hotplate becoming ignited.

About half the incidents in Tarran houses were due to causes associated
with the use of electricity; another important cause waa '!ire in grate'.
In the U.S.A. and Phoenix houses no single cause was outstanding.
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There were 115 inciderrts in temporary houses in which constructional
materials were ignited first. These are analysed in Table 9. Forty-su
of them involved fuse box panels and distribution boards. A further 21
incidents involved insulation of electric wiring from which the fire spread
to other constructional materials.

Serious fires. Sixteen serious fires (1.0 damaged dwelling per 10,000
at risk) occurred in temporary dwellings during 1953, two of which were due
to each of the causeu 'electric wire and cable' 'fire in grate', 'children
pls;ying ~Tith matches' and 'smoking' materials. Data on these incidents is
given in table 10.

Casualties. There ,,,ere 31 non fatal casualties reported as a result of
incidents in temporary dwellings, two of which were Fire Brigade personnel.
There were also two fatal casualties.

Comparison With previous analyses. The overall rate of incidence for
temporary d~Tellings (17.7 damaged dwellings per 10,000 at riek per year) is
slightly higher than that of 1952 and continues the steady increase which has
occurred since 1946 although it is not appreciably different from the latest
available figure for the overall rate in pre-war houses. This ms;y be seen
from the curves given in Fig. 1. The increase is mainly due to the causes,
'electric cookers', 'electric wire and cable' and 'flue'.

In the individual types of houses the total rates of incidence for the
Arcon and Tarran dwellings have remained constant although that for the
Arcon type in 1953, compares unfavourably with the average rate for the years
1947-52, the rate of incidence for Aluminium dwellings has remained at about
the sema level as in 1952.

Phoenix houses appear to have an alarmingly high rate of incidence, but,
since there are only 2,428 such dwellings at risk, a difference of only one
fire altere the rate by 4.1 per 10,000 so that the rate is not necessarily a
very good measure of the risk. The rate of incidence for Uniseco dwellings has
.lumped from 12.4 to 15.9 during 1953, +llus maintaining the coneiderable
fluctuations that have occurred since 1946.

The distribution of the causes of fire has remained apprOXimately in
the sema pattern as in previous years, the rate of incidence of fireR attributed
'electric cooker' is twice that for the year 1952 and there has been a further
increase in fires due to 'electric wire and cable'. (Fig. 2), the rates of
incidence due to this latter cause in the Aluminium and Arcen d~Tellings,

which account for the largest proportion of such fires, have remained
constant in 1952 and 1953 but that for Uniseco dwellings has risen from 0.7
to 3.8 damaged dwellings per 10,000 at risk in 1953.

The incidence of flue fires in temporary dwellings has risen from 14 in
1952 to 25 in 1953, 22 of the incidents in 1953 occurred in Aluminium and
Arcon dwellings. In the latter type of dwelling the rate of incidence for
this cause, which remai.ned approximately constant at a low level from 1947
to 1952 hes risen sharply to 2.6 damaged dwellings per 10,000 at risk in 1953,
this is a significant increaee.

II PERMAN.ENT NON ..JI'RADlTIONAL HOUSES

Rate of Incidence. During 1953 Fire Brigadee attended 213 incidents
involVing a total of 218 damaged permanent non-traditional dwellings (8.1
per 10,000 at risk per year). In 194 cases (90%), the outbreaks were
confined to the room of origin and there were 13 'serious' fires where the
fire spread beyond the room of origin damaging more than half the dwelling.

The individual rates of incidence are shown for the most fre(J.uently
occurring types of dwelling in Table 11. B. l.S.F., Blackburn, Orlit and
Unity types, all have high rates of incidsnce compared With other types
of permanent non-traditional houses.

,-
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Causee and materiale first ignited. The supposed canees of fire are
analysed in Table 12. The causes 'fire in grate' and 'flue! together
accounted for 39% of the fires of known cause. Electrical causee ~lere

another important group.

The causes of fires are grouped according to type of house in
Tables 13-21.

The cause 'electric wi~e and cable' accounted for the largest number of
fires in Aluminium dwellings giving a rate of incidence of. 3.6 damaged
dwellings per 10,000 at risk per year. The same cause accounted for the
largest number of. fires in the Blackburn dwellings givina a rate of incidence
of 4.3 damaged d'fellings per 10,000 at risk per year. 'Fire in grate' was
the most important cause in the Weir, Laing Easiform, Orlit, Cornish Unit
and Airey types of dwelling. In Airey houses there were also 4 incidents,
(1.7 damaged dwellings per 10,000 at risk per year), caused by kitchen ranges.

Radf.at.ed heat and sparks from flues caused 17 'incidents
(4.7 damaged dwellings per 10,000 at risk) in B.I.S.F. dwellings, and 6
incidents (9.0 damaged dwellings per 10,000 at risk) in Unity houses. These
incidents together represent almost three quarters of the total number of flue
fires in permanent non-traditional dwellings.

There were 70 incidents in all in which constructional materials were
the materials first ignited. These have been analysed in Table 22. In
eleven incidents roofs and roof linings were ignited first and in a further
10 incidents the ceilings were ignited first.

Serious fires. Thirteen 'serious' fires, which spread beyond the room of
origin damaging more than half the dwellings, were reported in permanent non­
traditional dwellings; 3 of these were due to the cause 'flue'.
Four of the serious fires occurred in B.I.S.F. dwellings.

Casualties. 1ifenty three casualties were reported as the result of
fires in post-war permanent non-traditional dwellings. One of these was fatal.

Comparison with revious analyses. The overall rate of incidence in
permanent non-traditional dwellings .1 per 10,000 dwellings at risk per year)
is significantly lower than the rate for 1952 as may be seen from the curves
in Fig. 1. There have been corresponding decreases in the rates of incidence
for each of the main types of permanent non-traditional dwellings with the
except ton of the Laing Easiform and the Weir types. In the Laing Easiform
dwellings the rate of incidence has been fairly consistently Imf but in 1953
it increased from 1.3 damaged dwellings per 10,000 at risk (3 incidents) to
5.1 (15 incidents) in 1953. This is a significant increase. Six of the
15 incidents in 1953 were due to .the causes 'fire in grate' and 'flue'.
Together these causes give a rate of incidence of 2.1 per 10,000 dwellings at
risk.

The distribution of the causes of fire in permanent non-traditional
dwellings follows much the same pattern as in the previous years, the
decrease in the overall rate of incidence being mainly due to decreases in
the fires due to 'fire in grate' and 'flue'. (See Fig. 3).

There has been a decrease since 1952 in the total number of incidente
in which the fire spread beyond the roam of origin; although the number of
serious fires as preViously defined has increased from 6 in 1952 to
13 (0.5 damaged dwellings per 10,000 dwellings at risk per year in 1953).

Reference

(1) MillarD. W. and Fry J. F. F.R. Note 70/1953 Fires in Post-War
d~leJ.lings XXXVII Review of Statistical work on Reporte of Fires
attended by the N.F. S. and Fire Brigades 1946-1952. (Department of
Scientific and Industrial Research and Fire Offices cammittee. Joint
Fire Research Organisation).
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TABlE 1

Reports f'rom Fire Bri<rades in Great Britain 1953
-- b

j
Number- or damaged dwellings Number- or damaged dwellings per 10,000 at risk

Type or thlt:'.ber or Number or Fire cootIned Fire spr-ead beyond Fire conr1ned Fire spread beyond
DwellIng d",-clHnzs at risk Incidents Total to roan or room da"""lrut . Total to _.___r= do=oin"

orIgin . less than haH mre t.'l8n narr roan or or-Igfn Iess than haH oore than halr

--I-- the dwelling the dwell!ng the dwelling the dwelling

All.lllll.niwn 54,465 93 93 88 2 3 1(.1 16.1 0.4 0.6

Arcon 38,859 90 90 79 7 4 23.2 20.3 1.8 1.0

Phoenix 2,428 8 8 7 - 1 32.9 28.8 - 4.1

Tarran 19,014 28 28 23 2 3 14.7 12.1 1.1 1.6

Uniseco 28,999 44 46 37 4 5 15.9 12.8 1.4 1.7

U.S.A. 8,462 10 10 9 1 - 11.8 10.6 - 1.2 -

Orlit 255 1 1 1 - - 39.2 39.2 - -

Spooner 2,000 1 1 1 - - 5.0 5.0 - _.

Universal . 2000 - - - - - - - -' -, .

Other Types 141 - - - - - - - - -
-

Total 156,623 275 277 245 16 16 17.7 15.6 1.0 1.0



TABLE 2

CAUSE OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED POsr-WAR TEMPORARY rnELLINGS 1953

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1953

. . . .1--__

Material firE:t ignited

uctiona1 I Contents TotaJ.rials

(0.3) 31(2.0 ) 35(2.3)

(0.4 ) 11(0.7) 17(1.1)

(4.5) 3(0.2) 74(4.7)

(0.4 ) 39('2.5) 45(2.9)

(1.3) 5(0.3) 25(1.6)

- 5(0.3) 5(0.3)

- 6(0.4 ) 6(0.4 )

- 22 (1.4) 22(1.4 )

(0.5) 19(1.2) 27(1.7)

(7.3) 141(9.0 ) 256(16.3)

- .. 21(1.3)

.-
(7.3) 141(9.0) 277(17.7)

-

6

6

8

20

71

115

115

Unknown cause

Other causes

Cause of Fire

Smoking maber-Lal.s and
matches

Flue

Total fires of known cause

Gas other apparatus

Fire in grate

Electric wire and cable

Electric cooker

Electric other a~~al~atus

Total all fires

. Gas cooker

NO Note. The figures in brackets re~resent the number of damaged dwellings
per 10,000 dwellings at risk.

(62650 ) 5



TABLE :5 ,-

CAUSE OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED POm' WAR TEMPORARY ALUMlliIUM MLLlNGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1955

Material first ignited I
-

Constructional
TotalMaterials Contents

-

2(0.4) 8(1.5) 10(1.8 )

4(0.8) 4 (0.8) 8(1.4)

50(5.5) - 50(5.5)

4(0.7) 10(1.8) 14(2.6)

10(1.8) 2(0.4) 12(2.2)

- 1(0.2 ) 1(0.2)

- 8(1.5) 8(1.5)

1(0.2) 4 (0.8) 5(1.0)

51(9.4 ) 57(6.8) 88(16.2)

- - 5(0.9)

51(9.4) 37(6.8 ) 95(17.1)

--------------1-

Cause of Fire

Electric cooker

Electric wire end cable

Electric other apparatus

smoking materials and
matches

Fire in grate

Gas cooker

Total fires of known cause

Flue

Unknown cause

Total all fires

Miscellaneous causes

...._--_..._--

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of damaged dwellings per
10,000 dnellings at risk •.

.. '
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TAllLE 4

CAUSE OF FIRES nl occupmn roar WAR TEMPORARY ARCON IDELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1953

Material first ignited

Constructional Contents Total
Materials

1(0.3) 7(1.8) 8(2.1)

1(0.3) 5(1.3) 6(1.6)

23(5.9) 2(0.5) 25(6.4)

1(0.3) 15(3.9 ) 16(4.1)

8(2.1) 2(0.5) 10(2.6)

- 2(0.5) 2(0.5)

- 2(0.5) 2(0.5)

- 6(1.6) 6(1.6)

3(0;8) 7(1,8) 10(2.6)

37(9.5) 48(12.4) 85(21.9)

- - 5(1.3)

37(9.5) 48(12.4) 90(23.2 )

._------,-

Cause of Fire

Miscellaneous causes

smoking materials and
matches

Unknown cause

Gas other apparatus

Total fires of known cause

Total fires

Electric cooker

Electric wire and cable

Gas cooker

Flue

Electric other apparatus

Fire in grate

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of damaged dwellings
per 10,000 dwellings at risk.
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TABLE 5

CAUSE OF FIRES m OCCUPIED POST WAR TEMPORARY UNISECO llVELLOOS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1953

Material first ignited
\ ---

Cauae of Fire Constructional "
Materials Contents Total

Electric Cooker 1(0.3) 8(2.8 ) 9(3.1)

Electric other apparatus - - -

Electric 1'fire and cable 10(3.4 ) 1(0.3) 11(3.8)

Fire in grate 1(0.3) 6(2.1) 7(2.4)

Flue 2(0.7) 1(0.3) 3(1.0)

Gas appar-atue other than
cooker - 2(0.7) 2(0.7)

Smoking materials and
matches - 4(1.3) 4(1.,)

Spread from other houae 2(0.7) - 2(0.7)

Miece1laneoua causes 1(0.3) 3(1.0) 4(1.3)

Total fires of known cauae 17(5.9) 25(8.6) 42(14.5)

Unknown cause - - 4(1.4)

Total all fires 17(5.9) 25(8.6) 46(15.9 )
-- ,

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of damaged dwellings
per 10,000 dwellings at risk.

,

.'
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TPllLE 6

CAUSE OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED rosr WAR TEMPORARY U.S.A. rnELLTIIGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1953

Material first ignited

Cause of Firs Constructional
Materials

Contents Total

Electric cooker - .. -

Electric other apparatus 1(1,2) - 1(1,2)

Electric wire and cable 1(1,2 ) - 1(1,2)

Fi:-e in grabe- - 2(2:.4) 2(2.4)

Gas cooker - 1(1.2 ) l( 1.2)

Gas othor apparatUB - 2 (2.4) 2(2.4)

SmokinG ma.terials and
matches - 1(1.2) 1(1.2 )

MiscellaneoUB causes 1(1.2 ) ., 1(1.2 )

Total fires of known cause 3(3.5) 6(7.1) 9(10.6)

Unknovn cause - .. 1(1.2)

.

LTotal.. fir::---' 3(3.5) 6(7.1) 10(11,8)

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number- of damaged dwellings
per 10,000 dwellings at risk.
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TABI..E 7

CNJ2E OF FlRES IN OCCUPIED rom WAR TEMPORARY PROIDllX IMELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 195;

- -
Material first ignited

Cause of Fire Constructional
~1aterials

Contents Total
--_.

Electric cooxer - ;(12.4 ) ;(12.4)

Electric other apparatus - 2(8.2) 2 (8.2)

Electric wire and cable 1(4.1) - 1(4.1)

Smol.ing I;t'iterials and
matches - l(ll.l) 1(4.1)

Total fires of known cause 1(4.1) 6(24.7) 7(28.8)

Unknown cauce - - 1(4.1)

TotsJ. all ii.res 1(4.1) 6(24.7) 8(;2.9)

TABI..E 8

CAUm: OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED pom WAR TEMPORARY TARRAN INIELLTIlGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 195;
-_._- -

Material first ignited

Cauce of Fire Constructional
Materials Contents Total

Electric cooker - 6(;.2) 6(;.2)

Electric wire and cable 6(;.2) - 6(;.2)

Gas cooker - 1(0.5) 1(0.5)

Fire in gr",te - 6(;.2 ) 6(;.2)

Smoking J!l.r,t€;rials and
matches - 2(1.1) 2(1.1)

Miscellaneous causes - 4(2.1) 4(2.1)

Total fires of known cause 6(;.2) 19(10.0) 25(1;.1)

Unlmown cause - - ;(1.6)

Total all fires 6(;.2) 19(10.0) 28(14.7)

Note. The figur&G in brackets represent the number of damaged dwellings per
10,000 dwellings at risk.
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TABLE 9

NATU?.E OF CONffi'RUCTIONAL MATERIALS FIRsr IGNmD TIl OCCUPJED posr-WlIR
TW.PORARY DWELLINGS

Hoof or roof linings

Nature of constructional materials

Reporte from. Fire Brigades in Great Britain 195,

~umberof
_____________________________--l.~cldentB

I 6(0.4)

_.

Ceilings 9(0.6)

Partition3, walls, linings to walla 9(0.6)

:floor 1(0.06)

Insulation of electric wiring

(a) no fire spread

(b) fire confined to fuse box panel, sWitch­
board, distribution board, pipe end tank
Laggings

6(0.4)

(c) fire involVing (b) but spread to
contents 1(0.06)

(d) Fire involving walls, flooro, ceilings,
rafters, built in cupboards

(e) Fire involVing other materials

21(1.3)

2(0.1)

Flue cas mgs 5(0.3)

Miscellaneous constructional materials 10(0.6)

Total fires in which constructional materials Were
first ignited

Note. ~le figures in brackets re~reoent the nunber of damaged dwellings
per 10,000 dwellings at risk.
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TABLE 10

CAUSE OF SERIOUS FIRES IN OCCUPlED POsr~WAR TEMPORARY IWEILINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1953

, -,
Cause or Fire Type or House

Aluminium Arcen Phoenix Tarran l1nlseco U.S.A. Total

~::J.ectrlc COoker 1 1

Electric wire and
cable 1 1 2

Fire In grate 1 1 2

smoking materials and
4matches 2 1 1

Ntscel Ianaoas causes 1 1

Unknown cau ce 1 1 1 1 2 . 6

Total 3 4 1 3 5 . 16

(62650 ) 12



TJ.BLE 11

R:.TE OF INCIDENCE OF FIRES IN OCCUPI8D POST-W/,R IERI1J.NUlT NCll TR1JJITION1.L D,iELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades In Great Britain 1953
I" - I
I Nu.'TIber

Number of daI"..a.ged dwellings Number or damaged dwellings per 10,000 at risk- -
Type or or Number Fire sPread beyond Fire eonrrnec Fire spread beyond

dwellings of Fire ccnrrnec --:_____.___r-2lm-ll_zlng to room ot room damagln&,.dwelling Total to roan of Total --at incidents less than halt more than halt origin less than hal t more thsn hsl t
risk origin the d'lVelllng the d""lling the dinelUng the dwelling

c-'----
l~lrey ~,463 13 14 11 - 3 6.0 4.7 - 1.3
I~umlnlum 19,482 13 13 13 - ~ 6.7 6.7 - -
I.tholl 5,277 4 4 3 - 1 7.6 5.7 ~ 1.9
B.I.S.F. 36,344 53 53 48 1 4 14.6 13.2 0.3 1.1

Blackburn 7,028 10 11 10 - 1 15.7 14.2 - 104
Cornish Unit 13,512 6 6 6 - - 404 4.4 - ~

crucen 8,252 3 3 3 - - 3.6 3.6 - -
Foa:nsla~ 1,622 - - - - - - - - -
HOllard 1,404 3 3 3 - - 2104 2104 - -
Laing Easl rona 29,397 15 15 15 - - 5.1 5.1 - -
Orllt 13,934 17 18 17 1 - 12.9 12.2 0·7 -
Spooner 2,111 - - - - - - - - -
Stuart 4,671 2 2 2 - ~ 4.3 4.3 - -
Swed1m Timber 6,010 2 3 1 1 1 5.0 1.7 1.7 1.7

Trusteel 2,0l,2 - - - - - - - - -
Un1 ty 6,632 8 8 8 - - 12.1 12.1 - -
Wates 10,760 3 '3 3 - - 2.8 2.8 - -
Weir 12,938 13 14 13 1 - 10.8 10.0 0.8 -.

3.0 -Whitson Fairhurst 3,}26 1 1 1 - - 3.0 -
Wlmpey 27.100 9 9 8 1 - 3.3 3.0 0.4 -
Other types 34,fJl9 38 38 29 6 3 11.1 8.5 1.8 0.8

Total 269,)84 213 218 194 11 13 8.1 7.2 0.4 0.5



TABIE 12

CAUSE OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED roar-wAR PEmlWNr NON-TRADTrIONAL IMEILniGS

Reports fron Fire Brigades in Great Brita1n 1953.

Material first ignited

Cause of fire
Constructionalt

Contents TotalMaterials

Electric cooker - 20(0.7) 20(0.7)

Electric other apparatus 2(0.07) 12(0.4) 14(0.5)
.

Electric wire and cable 16(0.6) 3(0.1) 19(0.7)

Fire in grate 5(0.2) . 44(1.6) 49(1.8)

Flue 25(0.9) 7(0.3) 32(1.2 )

Gas cooker 1(0.04) 6(0.2) 7(0.3)

Gas other apparatus 1(0.04 ) 1(0.04) 2(0.07)

smoking materials and me.tches - 18(0.7) 18(0.7)

l'Jaked light - 10(0.4) 10(0.4)

Spread of fire from. house
or flat 6(0.2) - 6(0.2)

Miscellaneous causes 14(0.5) 15(0.6) 29(1.1)

Total fires of known cause 70(2.6) 136(5.0) 206(7.6)

Unknown cause 12(0.4)

Total all fires 70(2.6) 136(5.0) 218(8.1)

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of dBmaged dwellings
per 10,000 dwellings at risk.
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TABLE 12

CAUSE OF FJRES m OCCUPJED POST-WAR PERMANEl\'T NON-TRADrrIONAL AJREY DWELLINGS

Reports fram Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1953

Material first ignited
Cauae of fire Conotructional .1

It.aterials Contents Total

Electric cooker - - -
Electric other apparatus - 1(0.4 ) 1(0.4 )

Fire in grate 1(0.4 ) 3(1.3) 4(1.7)

Flue 2(0.8) - 2(0.8)

Spread of fire fram house
or flat 1(0.4 ) - 1(0.4 )

Kitchen range 1(0.4 ) 3(1.3) 4(1.7)

Miscellaneous causes - 1(0.4 ) 1(0.4 )

Total fires of known cause 5(2.1) 8(3.4) 12(5.5)

Unknow::t cause 1(0.4)
------ -
'rotul all fires 5(2.1) 8(3~4 ) 14(6.0)

TABLE 14

CAUSES OF FJRES IN OCCUPIED roar-WAR PERMANENr
NON-TRAD:..nrrONAL ALUMINIUM mELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1953

Material first ignited
Cause of fire

Constructional
Materials Contents Total

1-.
Iaectric cooker - 1(0.5) 1(0.5)

Electric other apparatus - 1(0.5) 1(0.5)

Electric wire and cable 7 (3. 6) - 7(3.6)

Fire in grate - 1(0.5) 1(0.5)

Gas cooker. 1(0.5) - 1(0.5)

Miscellaneous causes 1(0.5) 1(0.5) 2(1.0)

Total fires of known cause 9(4.6) 4 (2 .1) 13(6.7)

Unknown cauae -
Total all fires 9(4.6) 4(2.1) 13(6.7)

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of d.a.mB.ged dvrellings
per 10,000 dwellings at risk.
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TABLE 15

CAUSE OF FIRE IN OCCUPIED poer- WAR PERMANENT
NON-TRADrrroUAL BLACJCBtJBN IMEL.LTIi"as

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 195;
,

~~terial first ignited

Cause of fire Constructional
Materials Contents Total

Electric cooker - - -
Electric other apparatus 1(1.4 ) 1(1.4 ) 2(2.8)

Electric ldre and cable ;(4.;) - 3(4.;)

Fire in grate - 1(i.4) 1(1.4 )

Gas cooker - 1(1.4 ) 1(1.4)

Smoking materials and
matches - 2(2.8 ) '2(2.8)

Spread of fire from house
or flat 1(1..4 ) - 1(1.4 )

Miscellaneous cause - 1(1.4) 1(1.4 )

Total fires of known cause 5(7.1) 6(8.5) 11(15.7)

Unknown cause - - -
Total all fires 5(7.1) 6(8.5) 11(15.7)

TABLE 16

CAUSE OF FIRE IN OCCUPIED POer-w.1\R PF:RMAN.Em'
NON-TRADrrIONAL CORNISH UNIT IJ[;1ELLINGS

..

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 195;
~---- --

Material first ignited

Canse of fire Constructional
Materials Contents Total

Fire in grate 1(0.7) ;(2.2 ) 4(;.0)

Gas cooker - 2(1.5) 2(1.5)

Total all fires 1(0.7) 5(;.7) 6(4.4 )
-

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of damaged dwellings
PST 10,000 dwellings at risk.
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TABU: 17

CAUSE OF FIRES IN OCCUPlED rom-wAR PERMANENr
NON-TRADlTlONAL B.l.S.F. DWEIJ..INGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain '1953

Material first ignited

Cause of fire Constructional
Materials Contents Total

Electric cooker - 3(0.8) 3(0.8)

Electric other apparatus 1(0.3) 2(0.6) 3(0.9)

Electr ic 'fire and cable 2(0.6) 2(0.6) 4(1.1)

Fire in grate - 4(1.1) 4(1.1)

Flue 15(4.1) 2(0.6) 17(4.7)

Gas cooker - 1(0.3) 1(0.3)

Gas other apparatus 1(0.;) - 1(0.3)

smoking materials and
matches - 5(1.4) 5(1.4)

Miscellaneous causes 4(1.1) 8(2.2 ) 12(3.;)

Total fires of known cause 23(6.3) 27(7.4) 50(1;.8)

Unknown cause - - ;(0.8 )

Total all fires 23(6.;) 27(7.4) 53(14.6)

TABLE 18

CAUSES OF FIRE IN OCCUPlED rom-wAR PERMANENr
NON-TRAJ):rfrONAL UNlTY D-IELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1953

Material first ignited
Cause of fire Constructional

Materials Contsnts Total

Electric cooker - - -
Electric other apparatus - 1(1.5) 1(1.5)

Flue 4(6.0) 2(;.0) 6(9.0)

smoking materials and
matches - 1(1.5) 1(1.5)

Total all fires 4(6.0) 4(6.0) 8(12.1)

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of damaged. dwellings
per 10,000 dwellings risk.
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TABLE 19

CAUSE OF FIRES IN OCCUPlED POST-WAR PERMANENl'
NON-TRADrrIONAL LAING-EASIFORM IMELLOOS

Repo~s from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1953
-

/·laterial first ignited
Cause of fire Constructional

Materials Contents Total

Electric cooker - 2(007) 2(0.7)

Electric other apparatus - 1(0.3) 1(0.3)

Electric wire and cable - 1(0.3) 1(0.3)

Fire in grate - 4(1.4) 4(1.4)

Flue 1(0.3) 1(0.3) 2(0.7)

Smoking materials and
matches - 3(1.0) 3(1.0)

Miscellaneous causes 1(0.3) - 1(0.3)

Total fires of known cause 14(4.8)

Unknown cause 2 (0.7) 12 (4 .1) 1(0.3)

Total all fires 15(5.1)

TABlE 20

CAUSE OF FII1ES IN OCCUPlED POST-WAR PERMANENT
NON-TRADrrIONIlL ORI,TI' lM.ELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1953

Material first ignited
Cause of fire

Constructional Contents Total
Materials

Electric cooker - 3(2.2) 3(2.2)

Fire in grate - 6(4.3) 6(4.3)

Flue 3(2.2) 1(0.7) 4(2.9)

Gas cooker - 1(0.7) 1(0.7)

Smoking materials and
matches - 2(1.4 ) 2(1.4)

Spread of fire from house ','

or flat 1(0.7) - 1(0.7)

Total fires of known cause 4(2.9) 13(9.3) 17(12.2)

Unknown cause 1(0.7)

Total all fires 4(2.9) 13(9.3) 18(12.9) .

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of da.magE.d dwellings
per 10,000 dwellings at risk.

.
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TABLE 21

..
CAUSE OF FIRES :rn OCCUPTI:D POsr"WAR PERMl\N.ENr

NON-TRADE'IONAL WElll rnEIL:rnGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great BritaIn 1953

Material first ignited

Cause of fire Constructional
Materials

Contents Total

Electric cooker - 3(2.3 ) 3(2.3)

Electric other apparatus - 1(0.8 ) 1(0.8)

Electric wire and cable - " -

Fire in grate 1(0.8) 5(3·9 ) 6(4.6)

Gas cooker - - -

Gas other apparatus - 1(0.8 ) 1(0.8)

Spread of fire from house
or flat 1(0.8) - 1(0.8)

Miscellaneous causes 1(0.8) 1(0.8 ) 2(1.6)

~l'otal all fires 3(2.3) 11(8.5) 14(10.8)

Note. The figures in brackets represent the numbsr of damaged thTellings
per 10,000 dwellings at rJ.sk.
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TABLE 22

NATURE OF CONerRUCTIONAL MATERIALS FIRer IGWE'ED· IN ccctmsn roS'r-1'TAR
PEF.M'P.]OOlT NON-TRADJTIOlfJI.L DWELLmGS

Reporta fram Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1953

.,

Nature of constructional materials

Roof or roof linings

Ceiling

Partit fona, walls, linings to walls

Floor

Insulation of electric wiring

(a) No fire spz-ead

(b) Fire confined to fuse box panel,
switchboard, distribution board
pipe and tank Laggf.ngs

(c) Fire involving (b) but spread to contents

(d) Fire involving walle, floor~ ce fl.Ings
rafters, built in cupboards

(e) Fire involving other materials

Flue casings

Miscellaneous constructional materials

Total fires in i'Thleh constructional materials
were first ignited

Number of
.Incidents

11(0.4)

10(0.4)

10(0.4)

4(0.1)

2(0,,07 )

2(0.07)

19(0.8)

70(2.6)

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of damaged di'Tellings
per 10,000 dwellings at risk.
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TABLE 23

CAUSE OF SERIOUS FIRES IN OCCUPIED roSI'-WAR PEBMANEIiIT
NON -TRADrrIONAL IMELL:mas

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1953

Cause of fire Type of dwelling

Airey Atholl B. I. S.F. Swedish 131ack- Other Total
"Durn types

Electric iron 1 1

Fire in grate 1 1

Flue 1 - 2 3

GaB cooker 1 1

smoking materials and
matches - 1 1

Spread of fire from
house or flat 1 1 2

Miscellaneous causes - - 1 1

Unknown cause - - 1 1 - 1 3

:~otal 3 1 4 1 1 3 13

DB 62550/1/102 520 5/54 R 21
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