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REFORT ON L VISIT TO L FIP~

at

FOUNTLlliS l-tIILL, HIGH STREET, UXBRIDGE.

by

D. Hird

Introo.uction__ $ I

~t tho invitation of D. O. Mos s , Fire Prevention Officer of
1Iiddlesox Fire BriGade, a visit was pai.d to tho scone of the fire on
Thurs&~y, 1L~y 13th, 1954.

The buildin~ w~s about 200 ycars old lli!d until about h Ie Donths
before the fire, had beon used ~s a Brain nill. L change in o~ncrship

had t hen t aken plnco, and a t tho t~~e of the fire t wo contracting firms
Ilor o working on the Dill, one removing part of the pl~nt and the other
doing building nn i n t enanoe o The building \78.S three stories a t the
r ear iii th a 6El8.11 tank r oon in the valley between the t l,"l0 s pans of tho
tiled roof. Thero wer e f cur floors a t the front of the building.

The t op two floors a t the front of the building ~ere a loos t
conpletcly des troycd, and the plant was heavily darngcd, Lc"\rge timber
beams (12 i n. x 12 in.) vore c~~rrod to a dopth of just over one Dlch
and wer-e still s u ppor-Hng SO::-.10 of the damaged plant. Tho tank r oan at
tho rel"'..r of the building waa cor.lplctcly destroyed but the heavy damage
on the top fl oor a t the rear was confined to the r egion around the
t ank r oan and 'be t-;leon the 'b:lO spans. This \7e,s probably due to the
venting of the fire by the shattering of the asbestos conent roof of tho
t:'.nk r oan " hi ch linited. the lateral spread.

Cause of fire
1 I

Lt the tU1C of the visit thore wero still largo depos i t s of
dust in various parts of the building, and the ,7or~~en said that
had been sinilar de pos its on the slatted floor of the tank rOOD.
non had been workinS in this root, on the af t ernoon before the fire
using oxyacetylene cutting tools t o disLmntle one of the ta~~. The
ground floor of the building '!,"laS opened up at about 8 a.D. on the day
of the fire, and fire 'iID.S seen corring through the roof at about 8.30 a.n.
S~Dples of two types of dust were collected, and it y~s found tlli~t both
sanpLcs would smouLdcr- in s till air v.h cn dr y and could be ignited by a
araaI.L source. '

1J.l the evidence, particubr1y the long tine be tween the Ias t person
being near the tank rOOD and the outbreak, points to the fire being
caused by the sDoulderingof the grain dust, and this night ~~vc been
initiated by either s par-ks fran oxyacetylene oqui.pment or by a cigarette
end. When the ground fl oor \'-as opened on the naming of the f i re , there
~as probably sufficient ine~casc in drau3ht (ther e was an open s~~ft
running up the building) t o start flnning.
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Conclus ions
• • • •

The damago to the r ear par t of the bui lding was l!nri~cd becaus e t he
fire was vented by the sha t t er ing of t he ' asbestos ce~0n t r oof of the
t ame r oom. . The later al s pread of f i re in buildin3s va t h L~rgG floor
areas l~eht wel l be r educGd by the inclusion of S ODG m~teria l i n the
r oof which woul d allmv this venting.

This W2.S one of' the many f i res which occur when e.Lbera tions are
bei ng carri ed out Dl buildings . Thi s is a s ~Jih~r problem to tha t
occur-r dnz '-Ji Ll the r efi t t i i"l.r:.: of shins , and s:.mil.?r fire orecau t i ons- ~ ~ ~

aught t o bG taken.
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