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PRELIMINARY lII'IALYSIS m' FIRE REPOHTS FROM FDtE BRIGADES IN
GREAT BRITAIN, 1954

The results of a preliminary analysis 'of reports show that d;rring 1954

the Fire Brigades attended approximately 75.900~fires in England and Wales and

approximately 7.700 in Scotland. The number of incidents attended by each

~ir,e Brigade is given in Table 1.

In England and Wales, four Fire Service perscnnel lost their 'lives and

,approximately 610 were injured: The Fire Service assisted in the irescue of

approximately )70 persons from dangerous situations. In Sootland,' one member

of the Fire Servioes was killed and apprcximately 40 were injured:' the Fire
. i

Service assisted in rescuing approximately 30 persons from dangerous

sitUations. Further details are given in Tables 2 and 3.

. ,

J[ The totals of ,fires' quoted on this page have been rounded off ·to the
nearest hundred, and the totals of non-fatal casualties and 6f perscns
rescued to the nearest 10: exact figures will be given in the detailed
returns which will be prepared later in the year.

© BRE Trust (UK) Permission is granted for personal noncommercial research use. Citation of the work is allowed and encouraged.



i

i
i
j,'

t
I,)

l
1

612
1 147

804
'2 5.07 "

686
.564-

, 64·9
. '92
130 '

,:,
.'~ .

T~:rJ
I 73

569
757 '
116
663
205
292
302

1 410
496
278
320
801
833
674

1 163
127

3 082
197

1 070
I 583
I 1 600
I ,212
! 1 317

135I .3 414

I "3 '~1r "
i ' 141··

174
370

7 480
55

.3 598
316
594
337
671
885
323
'133
129
466

Fire Brigade

. I
England and WaJ.es -~Ct?~)!'B:~~.:dgn.d.es '

Anglesey
Bedfordshirc
Berks. and Reading
Brecon Co. and Radnor
Buckinghamshire
Caernarvonsh:ire
Cambridgeshfre
Carmarthenshire and Cardiganshire
Cheshire '
Cornwall

, , 'Cumb erland
Denbigh andMontgo~ery

. Derbyshire
Devonshire

I
',Ibrsetshire

Durham Co.

I
Ely, Isle of
Essex

'Flintshire'
Glarnorgan

'Gloucestershire
Hampshire,
Herefordshire '
Hertfordshire
HUntingclonshh:o
Kent and Carrccrbury
Lancashire
Leicestershire and Rutland
Lines. (Holland)
Lines. (Kesteven)
Lines. (Lindsey)
London C.C.
Merioneth
Middlesex
Monrn.iJuthshire
Norfolk

i Northamptonshire
i Northumberland
! Nottinghamshire
i Oxfordshire

"

Pembrokeshire
Peterborough, Sake of

I Salop
I Scilly, ,Isles of .
I Somersetshire
i StaffordshireI Suffolk, East, Suffolk, West and
I Ipswich,
I Surrey
'i Sussex, East
'/ Sussex~West
. Warwickshire'
\' Westmor'land ,
! Wight, Isle' of· ' ' .,

1-------------

!
Table 1

I
FIRES ATTENDED BY FffiE BRIG1LDES IN

GREAT BRITAiN, 1954
J1 . I

Note: ~.~';i~ll'es in this table are based on reports received up ,
to 16th February, 1955: they are subject to 'slight revision
as further inforrl~tion is teceivea.
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Fire Brigade

England and Wales - Coun~~~rough Fire
Brigades

Table 1 (contd.)

FIRES ATTENDED BY FIRE L1IGADES IN
GREAT BRI'rAIN, 1954

Barnsley
Barrow in Furness
Bath

I Bi.rkenhead
. I Birmingham

Blackburn
Blackpool
Bolton
BootIe
Bournemouth
Bradford
Brighton
Bristol ,
Burnley
Burton on Trent
Bury
Cardiff
Carlisle,
Chester
Coventry
Croydon
furling ton ,
Derby
Dewsbury,
Doncaster
Dudley
Eastbourne
East Ham
Exeter
Gloucester
Great Yarmouth
'Grimsby
Halifax'
Hastings
Huddersfield
Kingston, upon Hull
Leeds '
Leicester
Lincoln
Liverpool
Manchester '
Merthyr Tydfil

i Middlesbrough
I',Newca,tle on Tyne and Gateshead
I Newport (Mon~)
! Northampton

Norwt.ch
Nottingham

1
1
I

I

I

1
N=berl I

of " I
fires' I

._~

'~I,
,

.' . ,

556 ,

719 1
249 !,
612 '

2 333 i ,
I

, ,,

"I

112 ' "
i 22 '
131 1

403
2' 2'i1

249 I

324,
291 i
212 i
302 i

536 I

297 I
783

, 201i
,,74,
1481
451!
123:
149, '
443,
337

I
,

190
1801 I

1281
I147!

117: I
70

'155: '
156

1

I116;
1011 I

I 126: II '175:
111 ' I

I 20O, I,
567,
788;
418
177 !

, 1562 I
1,526; I71! , I

199
,

, I
660,
203,
152
246
548

C.B.

County Fire Brigades

Wiltshire
Worcester Co. and Wores.
Yorks. ~East Riding)
Yorks. North Riding)
Yorks. ' West Riding)

I

I
I En$land and Wales

~contd.) ,

I
I
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Table 2

NATURE OF' INJURIES OF CASUiiLTIES IN FIRES i\TTENIJED BY FIRE BRIGADES
IN GREAT BRITAIN, 1954

Note: The figures in this table are based on reports received up to
16th February, 1955: they are subject to slight revision as
further information is received.

H Casual ties who suffered shock in addition to another i'o.j':r.t have been
classified according to the nature of the other injury.

3
17

316

3
6

210

279•••••••••••

................ " .....Total

Total casualties

s . . . . . . .. ..
Other and undefined injuries

f I
England and Wale3 I Scotland

-=:--
N£'. tur c Gf. injury Fire I Other Fire I Other

I I Brig- casual- Total Brig:" casual- Total

I ades ties ades ties
,
I

I

IIFatal casualties I
i Burns and scalds ........... I 1 300 301 - 61 61

I
Overcome by gas or smoke I 28 28 - 5 5 i... I - IOther and undefined injuries I 3 89 92 1 3 4 Ij

I
i ITotal ...................... ! 4 417 421 1 69 70,

I . :
: Non-fa tal casualhes I ,
t Burns and scalds ••••••.•••• 160 2 571 2 731 4 130' 13·'+
I Bruises, cuts, abrasions ••• 249 217 466 14 19 33,

Dislocations, sprains, !I fractures 37
i 36 73 2 4 6 I•••••••••••••••• II Overcome by gas or smoke ••• 15 ! 110 125 2 1 19

I
21 Ii

! More tl>an one of the above i

1

i

Ii II injuries 18 93 111 3
, 2

,
5.............. ' .. I i !

hockl£ . ... .... • 6 2 2 2 8 - 0 07. 7,
128 136 I 2641 11

r-.---i---+i--I----i~----i-~
613 II 3 435 : 4 048\ 36

.'---------------+--..---11---11- - -+-- - -;- -
617 13852144691 37

; 1 !
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Note:

PERSONS RESCUED OR ESOf.FED BY EMERGENCY MFANS mOM FIRES .:T'I':E~mlm BY
FIRE ERIGADES TIT GHEAT B...~ITjUN, 1954-

The figures in this table arelbased on reports reoeivn.d u~ to
16th February, 1955: they are subject to slight :l.~0..,J.8:Lo::l au
further information is received.

I
Nu::.b~r

,Appliances or 'methods used

1---------------------:-------!---------+--------1
R8~cue with Fire Brigade assistance from

..

2
2
2

47

-
-
7
1

-
6

-
--
11
~

-

25

4
17

1

19

2 1

1 -
227 30
- -

,'48 1
52 11
13 2

1 -
13 -

357 45

13
7

1l~

353

4
16

1
184

34
17
25
13
11
14

I·
I
(

I

18
5

36
14
8

24
-

'I"
4

60
1
2

I 173I

I
. I

••• If ••••••••••••••••••••••••

I
Total

Build:ings
~\;J,tOltW~~~~it3 eacape J~.ine lJ a~; r, v .

Escape (hund ope~ated) ••••••••••••• t..•••
Ladder , extension ••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••

f'irs t floor •••••••••••••••• 1•••••
turDtaole (mechanical) ••••• 1•••••
other or ur.defined ••••••••• 1•••••

Ladder e.nd Line ~ • r • c • 16 .
L · I1ne D"'4o l) C po ~ •••••• '" •••••••••••• It "" .

II Other appara tus •••••••••••••••••••• ! .
WiLhout appar'a tus ••••••••• < •••••••• 1•••••

. - I
Ships , II It ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• (I •

foad VGDiclen .,•••••••••••••••• ,••••••• 'Il • • • " ..

II
~I Total ••••••••• " .

Jom

I, "." ..
I3uilding~.. I

Autama GJ.C escape Lane ••• "•••••••••••••••••
C . d ". t d .L Iar-r i.e or a5S1S e au" ••••••••• '.' ••••••••
Jl.1mping sheet •••• " '••••••• "••••• 1II"' •••

Ladder • I t' •• II " " ••• , .1 ..•.•
Lowered from windows, roof, eta••••• ! .
Other or undefine~ methods •••••••••• ! .

" . I
Sh~ps ••• ". a l' " •••• " .

Road Vehicles ••••• " ••• " ••••••• "••••• .. . 1. '" .. "
Iii '" I

Total "•••• " •••••••• "" ••,
II
IEscape by effiergency means from
I

I'.Aircraft
I

Baled 'out t " •••••• "

~ Through exits or from debris ••••••• !.....
:1 IThro~n clear •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Buildings I
ii' Automatic escape line ••••••••••••••••••••

Olimbing over roof ••••••••••••••••• !..•..

I
, Fixed fire escape ••••••••••••••••• • l. · • ••
, Jum in from u stairs window roof. L ..•.p g p '1

lltdd.er • it •••••• " ... " •••• " ...... " ,. " ••••••••••

Slid~ng dm:n drainpipe, sheets, rope1 etc.
Through ground floor windows ••••••• ~ •••••
Other or undefined methods ••••••••• l .."...

Road vehicles •••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• If • t •••••
'I " I
!Ships •••••••••• It ••••••••••• ., •••••••••••.••••

I

I,

II"
I

Re~cue with~ut Fire Brigeje assistance
II
I

Aircraft

I ,

f To11tal persons rescued or esoaped I
•••••••••••••I

883 117
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