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/
by
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SUI:m1!l.rY

An analysis has been made of reports of fires in post-war non- •
traditional dwellings returned by Fire Brigades in Great Dritain in 1954.

Two hundred and fifty-six teuporary dwellings were damaged by fire in
1954 (16.3 <k'mlaged dwellings per 10 000 at risk per year). About half of
'the total incidents were ~ to causes associated-with the use of electricity,
half of the latter number being due to faults in the electrical installation
of the house. Twenty non-fatal casualties and 2 fatal casualties occurred
as a result of fires in temporary dwellings.

The total rate of incidence of fire in temporar;y dwellings decreased in
1954 to about the same level as that of 1952. (Fig.1).

There were 296 permanent non-traditiona1 dwellings damaged by fire in
1954, (8.8 damaged dwellings per 10 000 at risk per year). Eighty--six
incidents (29 per cent of the total fires) were caused by domestic coaL
fires, and a further 26 by radiated heat and sparks fran flues. Twenty-six
serious fires occurred in permanent non-traditional dwellings, of which
7 involved B.I.S.F. and 5 Airily dwellings.

Two faW and 27 non-fatal casualties occurred in fires involving
permanent non-traditional dwellings.

The overall rate of incidence of fire in permanent non-traditional
dwellings was slightly higher than the corresponding rate for 1953 (8.1
damaged dwellings per 10 000 at risk per year), but still lower than that
for any other year since 1947.
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FIRES IN POST-t1AR DWELLINGS

An analysis of reports of fires attended by Fire Brigades in
Great Britain during 1954.

by

J. E. L. HINTON

INTRODUCTION

Reports of 253 j.r.oj.dent.s j.nvolving temporary dwellings and 286 involving
permanent nl'")n-trc.'::it:~o~-l?~l G.·i~,sJ."li~g,q have been received for 1954.

There were 256 te~j,c('!'aT:;' 0"i;"Pollin,l,.3 'hn:a.ged (16.3 damaged dwellings per
10000 at rifiK per year') and 2% permanent r;on-traditior..al dwellings (8.8
damaged &veIlings per 10 000 at risk per year).

I. TEMPORARY OOELLINGS

RATE OF INCIDENCE

The 253 incidents in temporary dwellings attended by Fire Brigades
during 1954 involved 256 dwellings giving a rate of incidence of fire'for
all temporary dwellings of 16.3 damaged dwellings per 10 000 at risk per
year. Two hundred and twenty-nine of the outbreaks were confined to the
room of origin and there were 18 'serious" fires where more than half of the
dwelling involved was damaged.

The distribution of fires in the various types of temporary dwelling
is shown, together with the damage, in Table 1. The Phoenix and U. S.A. types
had, the highest rates of. incidence in temporary dwellings. There are, how­
ever, only about 2 500 Phoenix dwellings in existence, so that a small number
of incidents produces a high rate (28.8 damaged dwellings per 10 000 at risk).

CAUSES OF FIRE

The causes of fire in post-war temporary dwellings are analysed in
Table 2. The greatest contributary cause was "electric wire and cable"
whi-:h accourrbed for 65 fi!'es, about 25 per cent cf the total number of
in,.~.illcI~"'::;.'} ~ln te;r."po:!:'8.:':"'~r dwellings. Si.J.~ty-cne of these incidents were due to
f[C.l:lts in t.he ele8t:':':!.~a.l Lns ta.l.La t i.ons and most of them were in Alillllinium :
and A':'cQn ~,o:.:ses. 'fn.J.,:,ty-five :CYJiden'i:s were attributed to electric cookers,
but 23 of these involved overheated food. About 46 per cent of the fires
were due to causes associated with the use of ,electricity.

Another large contributary cause was "fire in grate", which was reported
as the cause of fire in 44 incidents (a~out 17 per cent of the total).

MATERBL PITI.ST IGNITED

T!~e!'e were 108 incidents wher-e cC'!Ost:C1J':,tio:'lal rna terials, that is
mat0~·::'c,2." fCl'ming par-t of the por-nanerrt ~ittings, were first ignited., The
nature of these constructional materials is shown in Table 9, from which it
will be seen that insulation of electric wiring was by far the largest group.

CAUSES OF FIRE ANALYSED BY TYPE OF HOUSE

The causes of fire in the individual types of temporary dwellings are
shown in Tables 3-8.

AltininiUL1 dVlcllinS::J

There were 79. incidents in Aluminium dwellings. Thirty-three of these
(42 per cent), were due to faults in electric wire and cable fixed install­
ations. This represents more than half of the total incidents due to this
cause in all temporary dwellings.



Arcon &7ellings

The most omportant causes contributing tc the incidence of fire in Arcon
dwellings were "electric wire and cable" which caused 17 incidents (a rate of
incidence of 4.4 per 10 000 dwellings at risk), and "fire in grate" which
caused 16 incidents (a rate of incidence of 4.1). There were also 13 incidents
attributed tc electric cookers.

Uniseco dwellings

There were 47 incidents in Uniseco dwellings, gavang a rate of incidence
of 16.2 damaged dwellings per 10 000 at risk. T1f/elve incidents were due te
"fire in grate" and 7 to "electric "ire and cable". There were also 7 inoidents
attributed to electric cookers.

Tarran dwellings

Twenty-three incidents occurred in Tarran dwellings, g~v~ng a rate of
incidence of fire of 12.1 per 10 000 dwellings at risk. Six of these inoidents
were attributed to electric cookers.

U. S.A. dwellings

There were 17 incidents attended in U.S.n. dwellings. These involved
20 &vellings, giving a rate of incidence of 23.6 damaged dwellings per 10 000
at risk. Three of these inoidents were caused by fire spreading from another
dwelling.

SERIOUS FIRES

The types of houses in which serious fires occurred are,sho1f/U, together
with the oause of fires, in Table 10. There were 18 serious fires, 5 of which

, occurred inJUuminium dwellings, 5 in Arcon dwellings.and 4 in U.S.l.. dwellings.

Four of the serious fires were reported as due to smoking materials and
matches and a further four to unknown causes.

CASU1.LTIES

In all there were 22 casualties due to fires in temporary dv/ellings, two
of which "ere fatal. Both the fatal casualties were children, and in each
case the incident v~s caused by the child's clothing becoming ignited, one by
a coal fire and one by an electric fire.

Five of the non-fatal casualties were due to clothing being ignited by
heating apparatus, and a further 4 casualties occurred in incidents where
flammable liquid was used to light or rekindle a 'fire.

COMPjURISON wITH PREVIOUS IJ<l.LYSES

The rate of incidence of fire in post-war temporary dwellings decreased
slightly from 17.7 in 1953 to 16.3 in 1954 (Fig.1). This decrease, however,
is not a significant change and no significant change is apparent in the rates
of incidence of fire in the individual types of houses.

The fires due to "electric wire and cable" decreased from 74 in 1953 tc
65 in 1954, but it may be seen from the curve given in Fig.2 that this
decrease was not sufficient to warrant any.assumption that the previously
noted tendency to increase has now been reversed.

The rate of incidence of serious fires remained at about the same level
as in 1953.

II. PERMi.NENT NON-TRi'DITION1.L DWELLINGS

RATE OF INCIDENCE

Fire Brigades attended 286 incidents in permanent non-traditional
dwellings during 1954. These involved 296 dwellings, giving a total rate of
incidence of 8.8 damaged d"ellings per 10 000 at risk per year. Two hundred
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and fifty-three of the outbreaks were confined to the room of origin, and
there were 26 "serious" fires•

. The distribution of fires in the various types of permanen t non­
tradit~onal dwellings is shown together w~th the extent of the damage, in
Tn'ole '11.

CA~JSES OF FIRE

T;,e causes of fire in permanent· non-traditional dwellings are analysed
in T"'.b,!,'? <2. Eighty-six incidents, 29 per cent of the total fires, were
0:':1";1..;' :~6_hy 20'CP:; ~.; i.c ooe.L fires arrl. 25q;r radiated heat and sparks from fl'.l.e8.
l, ·c',.'."'...':'.,·:?: ~.:; incj,3.ents were due to smokers materials and matches, and 29
i::·;,~(b·,S2. were attributed to electric cookers; twenty-five of the latter
we:'.'(-) C2:c''''Ca. by food overheating.

MATEF.!.AL FIEST IGNITED

In eig~~/-five of the incidents occu.-ring in permanent non-traditional
dwe1..l:'lli;8, constructional materials were ignited first. The nature. of these
materia.J.R i.9 shown in Table 26. Electrical insulation, ceilings', roofs and
roof linings, and walls and wall linings were the main groups.

Cl.USES OF FffiE f.NALYSED BY TYPE OF HOUSE

The causes of fire and the rates of incidence for each cause in the
main types of permanent non-traditional dwellings are shown in Tables 13-25.

1.irey dwellings

There were 36 incidents in Airey dwellings, gavang a total rate of
incidence of 14.6 damaged dwellings per 10 000 at risk per year. Ten

incidents were due to domestic coal .fires (4.0 damaged dwellings per 10 000
at risk) and a further 4 incidents to domestic boilers.

luuminium dwellings

Of the 14 incidents in Aluminium dwellings (7.1 per 10 000 dwellings
at risk) 4 were due to "fire in grate" and 3. to electric cookers.

Blackburn dwellings

Eleven incidents occurred in Blackburn dwellings (13.2 per 10 000
dwellivgs at risk), 3 of these were due to faults in electric wiring and
3·to do~e3tic fires.

B. I.S.F. dwellings

Sixty-two outbreaks of fire occurred in B.I.S.F. dwellings causing
damage to 17.1 dwellings per 10 000 at risk per year. Thirteen of these
incidents were due to radiated heat and sparks f.com flues and 10 to embers
and r~diato1 heat from fires in grates.

Laing-·Easiform, arlit, Viimpey, Reema dwellings

Radia ted heat and sparks from domestic fires made the greatest con­
tr:j.bution to fireinciderice in each of the Laing-Eisiform, arlit, Wimpey
and Reema types of dwelling•..

SERIOUS FffiES

The causes of serious fires arc shown together with the types of
dwelling in which they occurred, in Table 27. There were in all 26 serious
fires (0.8 damaged dwellings per 10 000 at risk); seven occurred in B.I.S.F.
dwellings and 5 in Airey dwellings.

Cl.SUALTIES

There were 2 fatal and 27 non-fatal casualties in fires involving non­
traditional dwellings. Both the fatal casualties were children who were
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burned when their clothing was ignited. In one case the source of ignition
was a 'domestio 0011.1 fire, ,and in the other, a gas cooker.

COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS ANALYSES

The overall rate of incidence of fire in permanent non-traditional
dwellings for 1954, 8.8 damaged dwellings per 10 000 at risk per year, is
slightly higher than that for 1953, but still lower than that for any
previous year since 1947. (Fig.1).

The rates of incidence for the majority of the types increased but only
in the case of the l~r~ and Spooner types were ,the increases statistically
significant. In Cornish Unit, Lo1.ing-Easiforrl, Orli t, Stuart, Unity, Wa tes
and \\'eir dwellings the rates of incidence were lower than in 1953.

The increase in the total number- of incidents was rJainly caused by
increases in those due to domestic coal fires and smoking Qaterials and
matches.

The rate of incidence of serious fires increased slightly in 1954.

CONCLUSIONS

The group of fires of most interest in temporary dwellings is that due
to faults in the electrical installation of the house. As indicated in
previous analyses (1 and 2), these incidents show an increasing trend (Fig. 2),
and account for 25 per cent of all incidents occurring in temporary

,dwellings. The majority of the :fires occurr-ed in Aluminium and ..;rcon
houses and most of them involved fuse boxes and distribution boards.

The number of fires due to electrical installations in all private
houses and flats amounts to about 1 000 a year; of these about 50 incidents
a year (5'per cent) occUr in J~uminium and J~con houses, a group of dwellings
comprising less than 1 per cent of the total number of private dwellings at
risk••\lthough in some cases the incidents may ,be the result of the over­
loading of circuits by householders there appears to be a definite need for
an improvement of the wiring system in these dwellings, especially where it
is intended to retain the temporary dwellings as housing accommodation for a
further period.

Many of the inoidents in the other large groups of fires in non­
traditional dwellings, could be avoided by a better standard of "house­
keeping", e.g. those oaused by smoking materials and matohes, and airing linen
becoming ignited by domestic fires. '

Almost all of the fires attributed to electric cookers involved over­
heated food, and were therefore not due to any fault in the appara'bus ,
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TABLE 1

THE RATE OF INCIDENCE OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED roST-WAR TEMRlRARY DIiELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1954

U; S.A. • .••••••

Phoenix •••••••

0.8

1.0

4·7

!Fire spread beyond room daPlagjn[

Less '~ban half u-cre tben half
the d;;elling' the dwelling

.

0.4 0.9

11.0

Nunber of damaged dwellings per 10 000 at risk

~'ire
confined
to mmof'
origin

12.1

14-.5

19.8

16.2 15.2

2.3.6 17.7

18.8 24-.7

2

5

5

1

.

2

1

.3

.3

72

69

6

21

44­

15

79

77

7

2.3

20

47

Total

79,

77

7

2.3

4-7

17

54 4-65

.38 859

2 4-28

19014- ,

28 999

8 4-62

255

I !

/

' Nizrb 'Or of I
d'.veli iI;.gs
at risk

I,
.....

.. .... ...

TaITan ••••••••

Type of
dwelling

J,,.rcon

Uniseco •••••••

Orlit •••••••••

IAhll!:ini=
I

Spooner •••••••

Universal •••••

2 000

2 000

2

1

2

1

1

1

1 10.0 5.0

5.0 5.0

5.0

Other types ••• 14-1

t-------:-.-----+-----+----1t----+------t------+--f....:.-.----+-------t-----~

25.3 256 229 9 18 ~ 16•.3 14.6 0~6 1.1

;;: This figure inoludes 2 incidents where the fire spread to another dwelling.



TABLE 2

CAUSE OF FIRESm OCCUPIED roST.-WARTEMRJRARY DWELLINGS 1954

Reports from Fire.Brigades in Great Britain 1954

) ,))

I
I

I Material first ignited

I Cause of Fire i ConstructionalI Contents Total
. I Materials

Electric cooker
,

6 (0.4) (1.9) 35 (2.2)............. I 29
:

Electric fire· ••••••••••••••• · j . 1 (0.1 ) 5 (0.3) 6 (0.4)
I

I Electric other apparatus •••• I 1 (0.1) 11 (0.7) 12 (0.8)I
I I! i I! Electric wire and cable ..•.• I 64 (4.2) 1 (0.1 ) 65 (4.2),
I I

I Fire in grate, embers, sparks, 1 6 (0.4) 36 (2.3) 42 (2.7)II radiated heat. I
I

I i
I Fire in grate, faulty hearth

I
2 (0.1) - I 2 (0.1 )

IFlue, radiated heat or sparks
I

I

(0.8) (0.3) I (1.0)I 12 4

I
16

Flue defective •••••••••••••• I 5 (0.3) 2 (0.1) 7 (0.4)I II

j
I I

Gas cooker •••••••••••••••••• I 3 (0.2) I 7 (0.4) 10 (0.6)
I
I I·

Gas fire ...• ~ .•.•.".......... I 1 (0.1 ) - I 1 (0.1 )

IGas other apparatus ••••••••• - 1 (0.1) 1 (0.1)
I

I Oil stove ••..•..........•.•• I - 5 (003) I 5 (0.3)

I Oil

1

stove overturned •••••••• ! - 2 (0.1 ) 2 (0.1)
i

I, ,
Smoking materials and matches I - 19 (1.2) 19 (1.2)

I
Children playing with matches I - , 4 (0.3) 4 (O~ 3) ., i

I

I
Spread from house or flat ••• 3 (O~ 2) I - 3 (0.2)

i II
4 (0.3) (0.6) 14 (0.9)I Miscellaneous causes •••••••• I 10

I

I i, I, ,
108 (6.9) 136 (8.7) 244 (15.6)I Total fires of known cause ••

I
I IIUnknown cause ...............
I

!
12 (0.8)- I -

! I

I Total all fires •..........•. " 108 (6.9 136 (8.7
I

256 (1603I i i

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of damaged dwe.llings
per 10 000 dwellings at risk.



TABLE 3

CAUSE OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED POST-WAR Tll,ffi:lRARY ALUMINIUM DWELLlliGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Grea t Dri tain 1954

I l:\aterial first ignited

I
T

Constructional
,

!
Contents Total

I ilia terials

I I
i

4 (0.7) 5 (0.9)
,

9 (1.7)II II

It , 1 (0.2) 1 (0.2)

1 (0.2) 5 (0.9) I, 6 (1.1)

33 (6.1)
I

33 (6.1)I

I1 (0.2) 8(1.5) 9 (1.7)I
1 (0.2) I 1 (0.2)

I
4 (0.7)

I
4 (0.7)

I

I i
I I I
I 3 (0.6) I 1 (0.2) 4 (0.7)

I,,
. j .I 4 (0.7) 4 (0.7)

I I

I I
I

,
2 (0.4) 2 (0.4),

I

i
1 (0.2) ! 3 (0.6) 4 (0.7)

48 (8.8) 29 (5.3) 77 (14.1)

2 (0.4)

I
79 (14.5)1

I
48 (8.8) 29 (503) ,

Electric cooker ••••.••••••.•.

Cause of Fire

Gas cooker •••••••••••••••••••

Electric wire and cable ••••••

Oil· stove •..•.•..........•..•

Electric other apparatus •••••

Ele0tric fire •••••••••••..•••

Total fires of known oause •••

Flue defective ••••••..•••••.•

Miscellaneous causes •••••••••

Fire in grate, embers, sparks,
radia ted hea t

Fire in grate, faulty hearth

Flue radiated heat 0'; eparke

Smoking materials and matches

I
~ Unknown cause ••••••••••••••••

l-------+------t----+---
I Total all fires •.............
I

Note. The figures in brackets represent the nQ~ber of damaged dwellings per
10 000 dwellings at risk.



TABLE 4

CAUSE OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED POST-WAR TnlFORARY ARCON DWELLINGS. -------
Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1954

Material first ignited
Cause of Fire -Constructional

IMaterials C;)::1.-te:l·~s Total

F2 ,:;(:tx·.i0 c"/(.ker 13 I;; .,\ !
13 O·3!••••••••••••• - \.' ~ ..'.'

Ele~trilJ fi.!'e ••••••••••••••• - 2 (C.5) 2 (0.5)

Eleotric other apparatus •••• - 4 (1.0) 4 (1.0)

Electric wire and cable ••••• 16 (4.1 ) 1 (0.3) 17 (4.4)

:fire in grate, embers, sparks, 2 (0.5) 13 (303) 15(3.9)
radiated heat

Fire in grate, faulty hearth 1 (0.3) - 1 (0.3)

Flue, radiated heat or sparks 7 (1.8) 2 (0.5) 9 (2.3)

Flue defective •••••••••••••• 2 (0.5) - 2 (0.5)

Gas cooker' •••••••••••••••••• - 3 (0.8) 3 (0.8) ,

Gas fire •••••••••••••••••••• 1 (0.3) - 1 (003)

Smoking materials and ma tches - 4 (1.0) 4 (1.0)

Oil stove ................... - - -
Oil stove overturned •••••••• - 1 (0.3) 1 (003)

,
Miscellaneous causes •••••••• - 2 (0.5) 2 (0.5)

Total f!.res of known cause .. 29 (7.5) .45 (11.6) 74 (19.0)

Unknown co.use ••••••••••••••• - - 3 (0.8)

! Total alI firea ••••••••••••• I 29 (7.5) 45 (~1.6) 77 (19.8)

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of damaged dwellings per
10 000 dwellings at risk.



TABLE 5

CAUSE OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED POST-WAR TEMPORARY UNISECO DWELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1954

!4aterial first ignited

Cause of Fire !. Constructional 1
i Materials I

Contents Total

Electric cooker ••.••••••••••

Electric fire •••••••••••••••

2 (0.7)
,
I
i

5 (1.7)

2 (0.7)

7 (2.4)

2 (0.7)

Electric other"apparatus ••••

Electric wire and cable •••••

Fire in grate," embers, sparks,
radiated heat

7 (2.4)

2 (0.7) 10 (3.5)

I
I 7 (2.4)

12 (4.1)

Fire in grate, faulty hearth

Flue, radia ted heat, or sparks 1 (0.3) 1 (0.3)

I 2
I

Flue d~fective ~ •••.•••••••••

Gus cooker ••••••••••••..••••

2 (0.7)

1 (0.3)

(0.7)

i 1 (0.3)

Gas apparatus other than
cooker

Smoking materials and matches

Spread from house or flat •••

Children playing with matches

Oil stove everturned ••••..••

! 47 (16.2)
!

2 (0.7)

I 1 (0.3)

4 (1.4)

1 (0.3)

I
I 4 (1.3)

44 (15.2)

3 (1.0)

2 (0.7)

1 (0.3)

4 (1.4)

1 (0.3)

31 (10.7)

2 (0.7)

31 (10.7)

j

I
I

13 (4.5)

2 (0.7)

13 (4.5)

!
i

...................Oil stove

1 Total all fires • ~ ••..• ". ~ ..•.

Miscellaneous causes •••••.••

I Total fires of known cause ••

I~nknown cause •••••••••.•••••

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of damaged dwellings per
10 000 dwellings at risk.

\.



TABLE 6

CAUSE OF FmES IN OCCUPIED POST-WAR TF.lJPORARY U.S,A. IhiF.LLL"lGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Dri tain 1 954

I Material first ignitedI

Cauae of Fire ,. I

I Constructional
Contents TotalI MaterialsI , .

I . ' '

Electric cooker I '- ... .-.......... ! - I -, '

Electric fire i 1 (1.2) 1 (1.2)"••••••••••••••• -
Elect~ic other apparatus •••• - 1 (1.2) . 1 (1.2) .

. Electric wire and cable ••••• 1 (1.2) - 1 (1.2)

Fire in grate, embers, .sparka , - 1 (1'.2) 1 (1.2)
radiated heat

"

" '

F,ire in grate, faulty hearth - - -
Flue radiated heat ~J;" sparks 1 (1.2) - 1 (1.2)

Ga~ o';oker .................. - 2' (2.;..) , 2' (2.4)
, . ,

G~s fire .................... - - -
Cas, ot:1!lr apparatus ......... -

I

1 (1.2) 1 (1,. 2)

I Oil

' '

stove .• . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - 1 (1.2) 1 (1.2)

I Sr.;oking rna terials and matohes - I 4 (4~7) 4 (4.7)

Children playing with matches i 2 (2.4) 2 (2.4)-
Spread' from house or flat ... 3 0.5) - 3(3.5)

, ' ..
Miscellaneous ~auses

" ......... - - -
I ' '

Total fires of known cause "•• 6 (7.1 ) 12'(14'.2) 18 (21.3)
I

I
,"'.

j U~own cau~e ••••••••••••••• - - 2 (,2,1+)
i ' '

I I
,

Td~l all fires ............. 6 (7.1) I 12 (14.21 I 20 ,!~23,6), I
, '

Note. Thefieures in brackets represent the number of damageddi'leiliJ:l8S per
. .

10 000 dwellings at risk. ,



TADLE 7

CAUSE OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED roS::-WAR TEMRlRARY PHOENIX DI"IELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great &itain 1954

TotalContonts

Material

3 ~12.4) , ["":1 4.1) 1 4.1 ~- 2 (8.2) 2 8.2
1 ~1+. 1) , - 1 4.1
5 20.6) 2 (8.2) 7 (28.8)
-

5 (20.6) 2 (8.2)
>, 7 (28.8)

firs t ignited
'-.----- -..,.--- -~--
! Cons tructa.ona'l t

~la t eria.Ls

Cause of Fire

I-----t--------
Electrio cooker ••.•••••••••.. i

Eleotric other apparatus ••••
Electric wire and cable ••••.•
Flue defective • ~ • • . .' .

'Smoking materials and matches

I
Miscellaneous causes ••••••••
Total fires of knovlIl cause ••

, Unknown cause •••••••••••••••

Total all fires •••••••••• ~ ••

TADLE 8

CAUSE, OF FIRES :rn OCCUPIED POST-WAR TEMPORARY l'ARRAl'i DWELLINGS

Reports from Fire ;:lrigades in Great Dri tain 1954

Total

6!3'2~1 0.5
3 1.6
5 2.6)

1 1°' 51
2 1.1
1 0.5

"

11 0.5 I
0.5 I

21 (11.04)!
2 (1.1) i

I
23 (12.1) !

6 (3.2)
1 (0.5)

4 (2.1)

1 (0.5)

Contents

15 (7.9)

, 1 1o.5l1 0.5
1 0.5

15 7.9

i

2 (1.1)

3 (1.6)
1 (0.5)

~mterial first ignited

Constructional
~:aterials

6 (3.2)

I,---'--'---------1----...,
I. 6 (3.2)

I
I 'Cause of Fire
i
!
; Electric cooker ! '.' ~ ~ •

, : Electric other apparatus ..
i Electric wire and cable '
I Fire in grate, embers, sparks,

" rudf,ated heat , '

IFlue radiated heat or sparks
Flue defective ••••••••••••••

i Smoking materials and matches
Children playing with rnatches
Miscellaneous causes ••••••••
Total fires of known cause ••

j Unknown cause ••••....••.•..•

ITotal all fires •••••••••••••

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of damaged dwellings per '
10 000 dwellings at risk.



TABLE 9

NATURE OF CONSTRUCTIONAL MATERLJiLS FIRST IGNITED IN OCCUPIED FOST':WAR
T:EltlFORARY DWELLINGS

.Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1954 .

Nature of constructional materials
Number of
incidents

Roof or roof linings • " ..... • .' " •••••• " ••••••• II

•••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••• '! ••••••••••

Ceilings ..•....•.......................... "." .... ".... ".. "" ....

. Bartitions, walls, linings to walls •••••••••••••••••••••••••

Floor •••.••....••. "...•. "lit • " •••••• " • " ••••• " ••••• " •• " •••••••~ •

,Timb er set in. chimriey ..... ",,".,. ..... ~ " . " .... " ... " "" " .~ ~ ~ . . ".•.•.
"... .

Other internal wooden fittings (including built-in cupboards)

Insulation of electrio· wiring

(a) 110 fire',spread ..•••.........•..••.....•........••.•.
fire spreading to floor boards, rafters, walls,
ceiling " " "" "" .. "" """ .

(b) fire confined to fuse box panel, switchboard,
distrib~tion board, pipe and tank laggings •••••••••

(0) fire involving (b) but spread to floorboards, rafters,
\¥alls, ceilings ..•••...... '......•.........."... ~ ...•

(d) fire involving (b) but spr~d to other materials ••••

Flue casings

Miscellaneous constructional materials ••••••••••••••••••••••

ITotal fires in which constructional materials were first
ignited

,

2 (0.1 )
..

2 (0.1)

3 .(0.2)
..

.2 :(0.1

12 (0.8)

I 7 (0.4-)

6 (0.4)

6 '(0.4-)

2 (0.1')

16 (1.0)

'108 (6.9) I
No·te. .The f'agur-es in brackets represent the number of 'damaged dwellings per

10 000 dwellings at risk.

., ,
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CAUSE OF sERIOUS FIRES, IN 6C:CFl?lEDI<1.~]·~,w.~n T::~1JDP1L1{Y J)'J~I.JLrNGs

,Reports from Fire Bd,gad?s .. Ln G:re~~ Bi~i tain, ,1, 954 '

"

" 0,

jOaus e of Fire " T.ype:o~ ~ol;se
".

"

i J'Aluminium Areoa P:CO~;}:b: Te.rran Sr:ooa er U.8.1\. ~ Ijl(~.J r 1

L:~~~:...:,
"

..

. El.:niTi!J '~l)r':~'ratua - 1 - - - - 1 2
o~'on,",? :1.~!:lh!·. ,. ,

oocker .: ,
"

n
I !

Ele~ ~~.~.'~.c wire and j 1 - - " - 1 ~ I
; " -

'I
cab,'.e .,

Fire iZl grate, - \ 1 - 1 - - 2
emor;;I'[;, sparks 1 etc, - .. ..

Sm9king Inat ~rials .. ,. "- 3 r - - - 4-
and' matches..

" ",". ,
Miscellan'eous '2 - - - 1 - 3

Causes , ,
, "

;, ..: .'
-,'tJrucnbwn cause 1 - - 1 .- 2 4-, "

"
"

,
,
Total 5 5' 1 2 ! 1 4- 18•.• • • ..... .,- • ...

i

. ! ..

-.

:

I"~,

" '

-' . ~

:.,

.. , ....

. :

I;.! I
I ~ • I

T~' ~ ..'.: •

'.

....

:,
.'. ,

:,. :
: !

\ I



TABLE 11
RATE OF INCIDENCE OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED POST-WAR F.&lMANENT NON TRADITIONAL DYfELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1954

i i
,

Number Number of daIDaged dwellings Number of damaged dwellings per 10 000 at riskI Number of'
Type of . Idl7ellings of i Fire F.ire spread beyond room damaging I Fire Fire spread beyond room damagingdwe.LLi.ng . at risk incidents Total Iconfined Total confined

toroom of less than half' Imore than half to roan r£ less than half more than half
.origin the dwelling the dwelling origin the dwelling the dwelling

Airey'! .......••. 24 699 32 I 36 28 3 5 14.6 11.3 1.2 2.0
Aluminium .••••.• , 19 610 14 14 14 - - 7.1 7.1 - -
Atholi .,"• .'~.: .... ,.. 6 026 I 6

I
6 5 - 1 10.0 8.3 - 1.7

B.I.S.F. ...... '.. .36344

I
59 62 52 3 7 17.1 14.3 0.8 1.9

Blackburn ~ ••••.• 8 341 11 11 11 - - 13.2 13.2 - -
Cornish Unit .... 19 112 6 6 6 - - 3.1 3.1 - -

I 10 657 2 2 1 1 1.9 0.9 0.9Cruden •••••••••• ! - -
Cussins ••••.•••• I 1 352 1 1

,

7.4 7.41 - - . - -
Dor-ran •••••••••• :362 1 1 1 - - 27.6 27.6 - -
Howard •••••••••• 1 404 7 7 7 - - 49.9 49.9 - -
Laing Eas.if'orm ,. 36 961 14 14 13 1 - 3.8 3.5 0.3 -
Orlit ·.......... 15 918 15 16 15 1 - 10.1 9.4 0.6 -
Spooner ••••••• ~.I 2 718 6 6 6 - - 22.1 22.1 - -
stuart ••..•.•.•• 5 223 2 2 2 - - 3.8 3.8 - -
Swedish Timber •• I 6 010 8 8 7 - 1 13.3 11.6 - 1.7
Miller ... ~ ~ ..... 5 045 2 2 1 - 1 4.0 2.0 - 2.0
Myton ·.. '........ 2 110 1 1 1 - - 4;7 4.7 - -
Unity .~ •••• ~ ...• 16 815 4 4 4 - - 3.7 3.7 - -'

Wates ......" ...... 15407 4 4 4 - - 2.6 2.6 - -
Weir •••••.• ;,••••• 17443 9 9 9 .- - 5.2 5.2 - -
Whitson Fairhurst 3 356 2 2 2 - - 6.0 6.0 - -
Wimpey ••• ! •••••• 46 407 16 17 15 2 - 3.7 3.2 0.4 -
Woolaway •••••••• 3 866 2 2 2 - - 5.2 5.2 - -
Reema ·.......... 5 051 12 12 9 '3 - 23.8 17.8 5.9 -
other Undefined • - 50 51 38 '3 10 - - - - -

; -
Total 336 809 286 296 253

,
:17 26 8.8 7.5 i 0.5 0.8·..... " " .". ,

.



TABLE 12

CAUSE OF FIRES m OCCUPIED roST-Wlili rnRMANEN"T NON-TP..r\DITIOWlL DWELLINGS

Reports ~rom Fire Brigades in Great Britain'1954

5 ( )I·5 ( )

•
lI'.aterial first ignited

Cause of Fire I

" Constructional Contents Tote,llilaterials I.. .. I
-c-+--~Elect.":ic cooker .., ............. I 1 (-) 28 (6~.8) L9 (O~9)

"

E,lectric fire ·.... ".......... 1 (-.) . , 1.0 (0.3) 11 (Od) I
! .. J

Electric other apparatus ...... 3 (0.1) 7· (0.2) . .10 (0 .. 3) I
. I

Electric wir.e.and cable •••••• 14 (0.4) 4 (0.1 ) 18 (0.5) ·1.. .
Fire ~n grate, embers, sparks, , 5 (0.2). 77 (2.3)

I
82 (2.4)

radiated heat
-

Fire in grate, 'faulty hearth 4 (0.1) ,. - 4 (0.1 ):
..

Flue -,radiated heat or sParks 19 (0.6) 2 (0.1 ) 21 '(0.6)
I '.. , . , ..

.1 Flue 'defective .~ •••••••••••••• 0.2 - 0.2

.....

Gas cooker
..

1 (-)' " .8 (0'.2) 9 (O~3)....................
., -, ., ,

I ..

'Gas fire
.. - ;.. ... -......... "............ ,

G.'ts other apparatus .......... - 2 (0.1) 2 (0.1 )

(0.2) (0.2) I
Oil stove ......................... - 5 5 I
Oil stove overturned .......... - 1 (-) 1 (-)

Smoking materials· and matches .. 2 (0~:1) 26 (0.7) I 28 (o.a)I
I

Children playing with rna tches '" .. 6 (0.2) 6 (c -.' !

.. - .. ,.; I. .
-

(0.3)'
. , ..

(0. 3) ISpread of fire from house or "10' - 10
flat "-

,
I- . . . .. " .

I."

(0.6) (0.6)Miscellaneous causes 20 21 4-1 (~ r, ",'

• •• • • • • • • i .. I..,i .

Total fires of known cause ••• 85 (2.5) 197 .(5. 9)' 282 (8.4') I"
, , ..

IUnknown cause ·................. - 2 (0.1 ~ 14 (0.4)
, . . .. .

i
85' (2.5)

"

'199 (5.9) 296 (8.8)I Total' all fires ................I
l

.. .. ", I

·Note.' The figures in braokets·represent the number bf da~ged dwellings per
10 090,dwellings.at risk~. .....

, '," .

. '.

· . \ ~~.:
':.'.:



TABLE 13

Cl,USE OF FIRES ill OCCUPIED POST-WllR PERMANENT NON-TRlillITIONAL i1.IREY DWELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Uri tain 1954

1daterial first ignited

Cause of Fire ..
Constructional

Materials
Contents Total

i

I
Electric cooker •••••••••••••••
El~ctrio other apparatus ••••••
Electric wire and oable •••••••
Fire in grate, embers, sparks •
Fire in grate, defective hearth
Flue, radiated heat or apar~s •
F'lue defective " .
Spread of fire from house or
flat

smoking materials Qnd matches.
Oil stove •••••••••• !II ••••••••••

Slow combustion stove •••••••••
Misoellaneous causes •••••.••••
To~al fires of known cause ••••
Unknown cause .' .

ITotal all fire~ •••••••••••••••

.5 (2.0)

.2 (0•.8)

4 (1.6)
1 (0.4)

16 (6.S}

16 (6.5)

T.cillLE 14

,
j

!

3 (1.2)
1 (0.4)

5 (2.0)

1 (0.4)

1 (0.4)­
15 (6.1)

1 (0.4)

16 (6.5)

,
4 (1.6) I

3 1.2) I
1 0.4) ,
4 1.6) I
2 0.8) I

31 12.6)!
5 2.0) I

r

I .:

.. Cl~USES OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED POST-Wl!R PERMi.NENT
NON-TRADITION~',L liliUlHNIUM ffiYELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Dritain 1954

I --- "-1
110. tcrial firs t ignited

Cause of Fire ---
Construotional

Ma.terials Contents Total

.-
.' El ec tr'Lc cooker .., .. "........... ' - 3 (1.5) 3 (L5)
Electric other apparatus •••••• - - -
Electric wire and oable '.' . 2 (1.0) - 2 tal•••••••
Fire in grate, embers, spa.rks . - 3 (1.5) .3 1.5
Fire in gra.te, defective hearth 1 (0.5) - 1 0.5 1

Flue, radiated hea t or S~k8 • 1 ~0.5~ - ,1 0.5
Gas cooker ••••••••••••••• ~ •••• 1 0.5 - 1 0.·5
Oil ~ bove.' ;. •• ~ ••••••'••• '. III •••••• - 2 tOj 2 1°.0
Smoking materials and matches • - 1 0.5 1 O.S,
Total fires of known oause ..... 5 (2.5) 9 4.6 14 7.1

I Unknown cause .........' .. -...... - - -
. ,

..

5· (2.5) (4.6)Total all fires·"•••••••••••••••
I 9 14 (7.1)

Note. The figures in braokets represent the number of damaged dwellings per
10 000 dwellings at risk.



TABLE 15

, CllUSE OF FIRE :m6cCUPIED POST-WAR PERMANENT
NON-TRADIT roNAL BLACKBURN DWELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Grea t Britain 1954.

Tot3.1Contents

I Material first Lgrri,te_d -!l
Constructional 'I ~ i

piaterials [ I
Cause of Fire

, ' ,

Elp.ctric cooker •••••••••••••'.
1

2 (2 e 1:'; I
I

Electric other apparatus •••••

'Electric wire and cable ••••••

Fii~:in grate~ embers" sparks,
raa.:~a.tea heaf "

1 (1.2)

3 (3.6)

l' (1.,2)

3 0.6)

3 (3.6)

Ga~ cooker •••••••••••••••••••

Smoking rnateria.ls and rnatches

Chd.Ldren phyirie; m,th1l1.i1 tchec

Spr-ead of fire from house or
flat'

Miscellaneous, cause •••• _,_ ••••

Total'fires of known cause •••

Unknown cause ••••••••••. _••••

I
I.
I
)

I'
I

I

5 (6.6)

I
I 2 (2.4.)'
I

I.,
I

'! 6'r7~2),

2 (2~4)'

11 (13.'-2)-

i

Total all fires ••••••••••• 0 •• I 5 (6.0) 6 (7.2) 11 (13.2) I
,

TABLE 16

, CAUSE OF FIRE IN OCCUPIED POST-WllRPER1UNENT·
NON-TRADITION.AL SWEDISH Tn.mER DWELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1954.'

, .. ,
Material first ignited

,
I..._.\

Cause of Fire " , '

ICons true tional
Materials Contents Total

"
r'

' ,

Fire in grate, embers, sparks; - 6 (10;0) 6 (10.0)
rauia ted heat

. ,

'.
"

ISmoking rna ter:i8.is' and rnatohes i - . , .2 (3.3) 2 (3.3)
,I ,

;

Tota.l all fires ............. 1 - 8 (13.3) 8 (13.. 3)
, .

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of damaged dwellings per
10 000 dwellings at risk. '



TiJ3LE 17

CAUSE OF nRES IN OCCUPIED POST-Willi PERM.:iliENT
NON-TRADITIONiiL :S.I.S.F. DWELLINGS

Reports from Fire Drigades in Great ~'itain 1954

I ' Material first ignited

Cause of Fire I 'Constructional I

i No.terials Contents Total I

gilElectric cooker ••••••••••••.• 1 (0.3) 7

"'j
8

Electriq fire •••••••••••••••• - 1 0.3 1IElectric other' apparatus ••••• - 1 0.3 1 (0.3) I

Electric wire and cable ••••••
I

1 (Od) 2 0.6 3 (0. 9) I
Fire in'g~ate, embers, ,sparks, - 10 2.8 10 2.8) I
,radiated heat

,

Flue, radiated heat or sFl'rks 11 ~3.0~ - 11 ~3.0~Flue defective •••••• , ......... ,
I

2 0.6 - 2 0.6
Gas cooker ••••••.•••••.•••••. -

•("'1
4 1.1

Matches, children playing with
,

1 t.3 1
O. 3~I -

, Smoking materials and matches - 6 1.7 6 1. '7
Slow combustion stove •••••••• I - 1 0.3 1 0.3
Spread from other house ••••••

I
3 t8) - 3 0.8~

Mifcellaneous causes ••••••••• '4 1.1
3 t.8~ 7 1.9

, Total fires of known cause ••• 22 6.1~ 36 9.9 58 16.0)IUnknown cause ................ I - 1 0.3 4 1.1 )

1ITotal all fires •••• ~~ .•••••.• 22 (6.1 ) I 37 (10.2) 62 (17.1)I ! I

T;illLE 18

CilUSE OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED POST-VUlR PERl.11\NENT
NON-TR.illITIONiiL UNITY DWELLDTGS

Reports from Fire Drigadcs in Great Uri tain 1954
, --

Material first ignited
'.

Gause of Fire Constructiol1ll1..
Contents TotalMaterials ..

Electric cooker ••••••••.••••• - - -

, Electric other apparatus ••••• - 2 (1.9) ,2 (1.9),
I

! ~'lue defective ..•...•........ 1 (0.9) - 1 (0.9)

IGas other apparatus .......... I - 1 (0.9) 1 (0.9)

II Total. all fires .............. I 1 (0.9) 3 (2.8) 1 4 0.7), ..

Note. The figures 'in brackets represent the number of damaged dwellings per
10 000 dwellings at risk;.,



TiillLE 19

CAUSE OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED roST-VW, PERM.ANENT
NON-TRADITIONAL LAING-Ei~SIFORM DWELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1954

Material first ignited
Cause of Fire Constructional

iMaterials Contents Tote.!
,

i
_.

Electric cooker " ............ - 2 (0.5) 2 (o c;\ I, • 0 _' I

I
Electric fire I 1 (0.3) 1 I.... ..' !... -............ -

I
~'-h. :;.)

I

Electrio other apparatus •••• I -
I

- - I
, ' , .' j,

Electric wire and cable ••••• - I 1 (0.3) 1 (U,3: i
t iFire jn grate, embers, sparks, - 8 (2.2) 8 (2( ,'.. )

rad::'e. ted heat
(

" .
Flue, radiated heat or sparks 1 (0.3) - 1'(0,\)

Smoking materials and ma tches - . - -. ,

Miscellaneous ,causes •••••••• - 1 (0.3) 1 (0.3)

Total fires of known cause .. i 1 (0.3) ,13 (3.5) 14 (3.8)

I
.

"
Unknown -cause ................ - - - , -

I
! (0.3)

I ITotal ,all fires '.' ............. 1 I 13 (3.5) 14 (3.8) I

i ,
I i'

TABLE 20
.... • >••

i CJlUSE OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED POST-WAR PER!oL;NENT
NON-TRf:.DITIONliL ORLIT DWELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1954

Material first ignited ~
Cause of Fire Constructional I

Mnterials Contents To·~~J.

Electric cooker ............... - 2 (1.3) 2 (1.3;

Fire in grate, embers, sparks, I 1 (0.6) 4 (2.5) 5 (3ui)
radiated heat

Flue, radiated heat or sparks. 4 (2.5) I, - 4 (2.5)

Slow combustion stove •••••••••

I -
I

1 (0.6) 1 (0.6)

Smoking materials and matches 2 (1.3) (0.6) 3 (1.9)• I 1
I ,

Spread of fire from house or 1 (0.6) - 1 (0.6)
flat

Total fires of known cause ••••

1

8 (5.0) I 8 (5.0) 16 (10.1)
I

Unknown cause ••••••••••••••••• - ! - -I
I I

I Total all fires ••••••••••••••• I 8 (5. 0) ! 8 (5.0) 16 (10.1)
I

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of damaged dwellings per
10 000 dwellings at risk.



.T1'•.iJLE_~

C,iUSE OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED FOST-Wf~ P~U~~fT

NON-TH.!iDITIO}!!.L WEill WF.LJ"INQ,.9

Reports from Fire; Drigudes in GTCo.t Dritain.1954

Electrio wirc and cable ••••

Fire.in Rrate, embers,.s~arks,
radaatee. hea1;

Gas cooker- ••••• <. • ~ ,.'; •••••

I
i
IIElectric

. Electric

Cause of Fire

cooker ••••••••••••

other apparatUs •••

R-. Material first ignited

Total ~. constructiona~1 !
Contentsbill terial s

l 2 (1.1) 2 (1 .1 )

1 (0.6) 1 (0.6)

1 (0.6) 1 (O.G)

·4 (2.3) 4 (2.3)

1 (0.6) 1 (0.6)

Gas other apparatus· ••••••••

Total fires of known caUsc •

Unknown cause ." •••••"••••••••

Totul all fires ••••••••••.•

1 (0.6)

I
8 (4.6) 9 (5. 2)

I-t-
I
I

i,
I 1 (0.6) 8 (4.6) 9 (5.2) I

-J

Note. The figures in brackcts reprcsent the number of ~uaged dwcllings per
10 000 dwellings at risk•

. I'

.......
:. :
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TABLE 22

C"~USE OF FIRES IN OCGUPIEDroST-W,iR PERlI'fi.NENT
NON-TRADITIONAL Nl.'I{OLL DWELLINGS

Repor-fsf'rom Fire Brigades in' Gre'at Dritain 1954
..

i H'\terial first ignited
ICause of Fire ,

CODstrvct:lonalI Contents Toto.l
i Mateifils'

--'
Electric

I
cooker ·....... .'..... i - - -

Electric other apparatus
1

(303) I (3.3)••••• I - 2 2.
I.Fire in gra te, -. embers, sparks, - 1 (1.7) 1 (1.7)

radiated heat
,

Snaking materials and I;latchee '.
2 J3.3) 2 (3.3)-

.. ..
(1.7)

'.

(1.-1)Miscellaneous ................. - 1 1. I
.'

..
Tot:tl fires of known cause .••• _ - . 6 (10.0) 6 (10.0)

Unk~?'j!~ c::l:~~e,. ~ ••• ~ ',',' ••••••• . . - .- -

Total all fires ·............. - 6 (10.0) ! 6 (10.0), ,

TJillLE 23.

CAUSE OF FIRES IN OCCUPIED FOST-111iR PERMl.NElfT
)'I0N-TR1J)ITIONAL REEMA. DWELLJNGS

,Reports from· Fire Drigades in Great Dritain 1954

Material first ignitec{

'Cause of Fire Constructional I
...

'Total
..

lfAt erials Contents'
.. , :

., . .
Fire in grate, embers, sparks, - 5(9~9) 5 (9.9)
radiated heat ' ' .. ' ,

I Oil stove
,

\ '(2.0) • I 1 (2.0)•••...•.. ~....... ~. -
Oil stove 'overturned •••••••• - , .. , '1' '(2.0)" , I . 1 (2.0)

.. .-..... ,........ ...

Slow combustion stove ••••••• . - .1 (2.0) . 1 (2.0)
- ....... ..,. , .. . ..

Miscellaneous causes •••••••• 2, (4~0) ,1,,(,2.0) 3(5.9)

I . . .. . . .
.,

(ha)Total fires of known 2 (4.0)
....;

I 9 11 (21.8)

I
cause ..

IUnknown cause - - 1 (2.0)••••••••••••••• I

Total all fires • •••••••••••• 2 (4.0) I 9 (17~8) 12 (23.8), ,

Note. The figures in braokets represent tge number of damaged dwellings per
10 000 dwellings at risk.

'I ,I,ll



TABLE -24
I ,

CAUSE OF.FIRE IN OCCUPIED POST-WIlR PERMANENT
NON-TfuillITION.AL wTMI'SY DWELLlNGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Bri tain 1954

•
r

Material first ignited

II Ocns tcuc I.;j,(,nal

I Contents

I
lI~terit.:J.ls

Total

I.
(0.4)

- ,
I 2 2 >0.4-I -

1 (0.2) - 1 (o~::I
7 (1.5), - 7 ~ 05I "

! - - -
- 1

t2~
1

0"1- 1 0.2 1 O~Z

- 1 0.2 1 n,:::
1 (0. 2} - 1 (J",?

2 (0.4 - 2 (',,4-
4 (0.9 12 (2.6) 16 ?'4'~- - 1 0.2.

4 (0.9) . 12 (2.6) 17 0.7)
•

Cause of Fire

J.;!~ec"i;riG cooker ••••••••••••••
}:J.eati"ic.o'char apparatus •••••
f1:i.re in E:~C'9.'~e) embers, sparks
~.s ccoker 0" ~ •••••• 1:1 •••••••

(·;..a~ ()t~',&r apI-'8.ra tus ••••••••••
~;;:"lr,~ti:-.;..;· ~:'.J.t81.:':ials and rna tches,
r..G;·~:..I (::,"':.:: !1; ry..:r:i.:....,3 wi th~ matches
~:T-·:r::;::::0. fl.·,;;':: house or flat ••••
l'.'l~. '3c:01!~£'.?1ecus causes •••••••••
~.(., ,,:.'\,J. f~:.res of known cause' •••
Unknown cause •••• ', •••••••••••"

I-------------+-----+-----l

TABLE 25

CAUSE OF FIRE IN OCCUPIED R)ST-Wiill PERMANENT
NON-TRADITION.AL HOWARD DWELLlNGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Uri tain 1954

,
Mat erLa.L first ignited .... ~ .. --" ..

. Cause of Fire Constrvct tonal,
15.8.t :.-.rials Contents· , Total

Fire in grate, embers, sparks 2 ~14.2) - 2 (14.• 2)-- '

Flue, radiated heat or sparks 1 7. 1) - 1 (7. j )
Flue- def'ec t ive ........ ~ .......... 2 14.2) - .. 2

r'''~2)Smoking materials and matches - 1 (7.1 ) 1 .., .\
f, , I

Miscellaneous causes •••••••• 1 F·1) -. ,. 1 ('0)1)
Total fires of known cause .. 6 42.7) 1 (7.1 ) .. 7 (49.9)
Unknown cause .........:. , .... - - -

I

I Total all f·ires I 6 (42.7) 1 CZ.1) 7 (49.9)......... -...... ,,

Note. The figures iil, 'brackets represent the number of damaged dwellings per
10,000 dwellings at risk.. ~ .

"
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TABLE 26

NATURE OF CONSTRUOTIOItiL MATERL'J.S FmST IGNITED IN OccUPIED FOST-WAR
PERMANENT NON-TRADITIONAL DWELLINGS

. .
Reports 'fro~ Fire.Brigades in Great·Britain 1954

I

Naturo of con'structional. mn:tcriais Ntunber of
.Incidents

I ,

. Roof or roof linings .•••••••••••••••• ·•••••••• ~ •••••• ~ ••••••

Ceiling •••••••••••• It •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.••••

Partitions, walls, linings to walls •••••••••••••••••••••••.

Floor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I.' •••••••••••••••••••

Timber under hearth •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Other internal wooden fittings including built-in cabinets'; .'
cl,lpboards

12 (0.4)

13 (0.4)

11 (0.3)

6· (0.2)

2 (0.1)

4 (0.1)

Insul~tion .of electric wiring

Miscellaneous constructional materials ••••••••••••••••••••

Flue oasings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Lagging of water pipes ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

(e) Fire involving other materials ••••••••••••••••••

5 (0.2)
....

4 (0.1)

-
4 (0.1)

,
.~ - .

. .,

1 (-)

2 (0.1 )

5 (0.2)

16 (0.5) ,

i
85 (2.5)

Fire involving (b) but spread to contents •••••••

Fire involving (b) but spread to walls, £'loor~,
ceilings, rafters, built-in cupboards

(c)

(d)

(a) No fire spread .

(b). Fire confined to fuse box panel, switchboard,
distribution board, pipe and tank laggings

1

_, Total fires in which constructional rna terials were
firs t ignited

Note. The figures in brackets represent the number of damaged dwellings per
10 000 &vellings at risk.

I
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TABLE 2]

CAUSE OF SERIOUS FIRES IN OCCUPIED roST'o-WAR PERMANENT
.. NON-TRADITIONAL lJIIELLINGS

Reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain 1954
..

Cause of Fire Type of dwelling
.. . -." . Other

Airey Atholl ·E. I. S.F. Swedish Croden
T'/pes

T:>t~l

.... .. . -,

Electric fire •••••••••• - - - - ·1 -... - 1

Eiectrii::
> -other apparatus : '-1' .. .

1.-. - - - -
Electric wire and' cable - I -. - - - 1 1

in ·grate·;
I

Fire embers',' 1 I - . -,. .1 1 - - 3
.sparks , radiated heat

I

I ,... , . . .
Flue, radia ted heat or - - 2 - - - ',2

c<c.::::.r:'<s .. . .';"',1; ... - ..
Flue defective .......... - - 1 - .. - - 1

. ,

Gas cooker ••••••••••••• - - - - - - -
. -

Slow combustion stove •• 1 - - - '- 1 2

Spread of fire. from .hOUSE - - 1 - - 1 2
or fiat .. . ., - . .. , "'; .

.Miscellaneous cauaea j, •• - - 1 -
I

. - 6 t

Unknown cause ..
3 - 1 - - 2 6•••••• i ....

..
.. , .

Total ••••••••••••• i • • • • 5 I 1 ] 1 1 11 26,
I

",

....

•

•
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iI .----. Fires othllI". than those associated with use
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