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1'his note is the fotll'teenuF of the .short qnartcrJ,y stat:ict:ic~,J. :,)i2<''''\:.0
of fires in post-war chvellingE'" and cover-s the periud. 1F-~ January to 30 j ::"L~ !~i8~~ch

1952. During this period the Fire Brigades attended 26\i' incidents ill'lolving
264 &vellings cccupied by families.

Supposed causes of fire

The supposed causes of the outbreaks are analysed in Table 1. The
frequencies of fires due to the five prominent causes, faults in electrical
apparatus, short circuits in fixed electric wire and cab'l,e , heat and sjOarks
from fires in grates, heat from flue pipes, and smoking materials, may be
sun~rised as follows:-

Outbreaks caused by

Electrical apparatus

Short circuits etc. in
fixed clec·tric wire and
cable

Fires in grates

Flue-pipes

Tempora!"J

Per cent
of total
incidence

11 ~

19 .~ 30

21

5

Permanent
Non-tr1\di.tional
Per cent of
total incidence

11 )~
5 16

~
30

17

Traditional
Per (lenf-of
total incidenoe

': !ia

53

6

Smoking rnaterials 11 6 6

Constructional ma~erialsF are known to have been ignited first in 32 per
cent of the fires vrllich occurred in temporary dwellings, in 40 per cent of
those in permanent non-traditional driellings and in 22 per cent of those in
permanent traditional dwellings. ,The nature of the materials ignited is
shown in Table 2.

\Extent of fire and casualties

Inforroation on the extent of fire and casualties, for each type of

K This digest differs in manor respects from its predecessors and information
on fires in Ull0ccupied dwellings is not included.

p Reports of all fires occUrring in the 1st quarter of 1952 and received up to
July 12th 1952 have beon analysed. Fires ill unoccupied dwellings not included.

1 Constructional materials are deflllea as materials used in those parts of a
dr/elling that an occupant would normally leave on vacating the premises.
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temporaxy and permanent non-'i;!'~di.ti(lnal house is given in Te.ble 3, "tofr,eUler
with the number of houses at; risk durIng t!10 Q.u£..r~t:':r~ N.L'1e (11 per C(;;~l.·~) of
the tempora=y houses and? (.7, per cent) of '"he permanent non-t:racli t.ionw.
houses f.nvoIved in fli"e at1:,:b..l~ the quarter wer-e ~e.ri:)u8Jy c1:r.3.[;fltJ., ]\·;0

permanent tJ:'adi tional house waH reported as having been seriouoi!.y damaged
by fire.

Three fa tal casual tics, 2 cbDci.::e:: and 'I (;(~1!1 t, occurz-ed in pe:':llDnent
traditional houses during the quarter. ~11-"re w~re all30 ~3 non-fi.l.t"l
casualties in tempor~Jf houses, 5 in pe~"anent r.cn-tra~tional hc~scs and
16 in permanent traditional houses.
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·• Table 1.

\.) SUProSED CAUSES OF FIRES ATTENDED BY FIRE BRIGADES IN OCCUPIED roST-VfAR
DWELLlliGS m GREAT BRITArn, 1s t January - 31st March, 1952.

.3 .3

G 6
10 10

- 1
4 6
1 1

1
21

4
1
4

.-

i~RMrr

: Fires
\ ignitip.,Q

Type of dYlelling

Supposed source of igmtion

/"1 '·......t·J~She3~hot
Elovvlamp
Electric cooker

fire

Electric iron
wireless or television
lamp

1 1
3 3

- - 1.. - - - 1

1 1

Electric wire and cable
other apparatus

Fire in grate
IFlueIGas cooker

I- Gas fire
other apparatus

15

3
4
1

- 15

14 17
- 4
5 6

.3

2
11

- "3 1

17 19 17
~ 11 4-
1 1 -

22
1 1 -

1 2
1 1

47 64
3 7
4 4

Total fires wi th known source
of ignition ••••••••••••••••••••

·120

1· 1
7 7

1 1

6 8
- 1

91 117

.3

t
i

4 
1

5I ~
2! -2

1

)
33 58 1 26

I
5

1
2
.3

25

1
2
3

3
9
3
3

75

6

i 81
I

1
2
3

1
9

.3
2

49

I
l

2

1

26

I -

I -
I

•••••

flat

Unknown source of ignition

Total damaged mvellings

Incendiarism
Matches, children playing vri th
Oil stove

I

: Slow combustion stove
Smoking nlaterials
Tapers, candles
MP.scellaneous and undefined

j,Spre~d of fire from house or
I Spark from chimney

r
1

'~'Note: Cupboards are considered as constructional materials in temporary dwellings
and permanent non-traditional dwellings; but as contents in pernUU1ent
traditional dwellings. Cookers are considered aa contents.
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Table 2.

FIRES 1N fffiICH CONSTRUCTIONAL MATERJ.ALS ¥lEJ'~ .T(·iJr-;l.'t::~f) F~:>~::;\'

INCIDENTS IN OCCUPIED POST-WAR DWELLINGS ATTENTED BY FIgS T'"8~l::A·:.'"!:'I: :ili G.;~)~;·.:~'~.:;·{£rAnr,

1st January - 3i ~1: 1;9.:!.~,~n, '1 9~~~"

linings to walls

Constructional materials first ignited

Roof
Ceiling
Partitions, walls,
flue casdnga
I4~.: (h~,Y.'

I

i
, " . th

'~:!.rw-,;I.· ·Lt.o~:i:;.T. hear
Timber sst in chimney
Built-in cabinets, cupboards

other internal wooden fittings
Lagging of waterpipes
Insulation of electric wiring

(a) No fire spread
(b) Fire spreading to -

(i) floorboards, rafters, walls,
ceiling

(ii) fUsebox panel, distribution
board, etc. only

(iii) fusebox p~el, distribution
board, etc. spreading to
floors, rafters, walls,
ceiling

(iv) other

lilisccllaneous and undefined

~'0t2.1 P..1~llber of damaged dwellings in which
·~:\n:;;-i.;rIl;'}·GiorL"\l materials were ignited first

3
4,

1

2

1

1

2

7

3

2

26

1

1

1

2

2

25

'3

1

1

26

_~_•._ ••_.__ . .l.-. L-.. --L. --'



Table 3

FIR"S ATTJ-2illl:J) BY n~ IP.IGADES III OCCUPTEJ) POST-dAR DilEl.LI!lGS DI
GREAT RiU'i'AIN, 1st JA::f1JARY - 31st MA;lCH, 1952: T1E EX1'ENT OF ~'IRE

ArID IN:,:BEI, Oi-' CASUALTIES.

Extent of fire Casualties
llUlllb.er of

'i ,Type at li'1.re confined Fire spread ~yond room of Total houses at
dm311ing to ream of

Less than'O~ damag~ 50"
damaged Number Injury risk

or4;in (1) ma;;: ,--,-~ .: ," dwellings.......'H_
TEMroRARY

A1Ulllinium 25 1 2 28 2 children Non-fatal 54,456
Arcon 23 2 3 28 2 children Uon-fatal 38,859
Tan-en 7 - - 7 - - 19,014
univerSal 2 - - ,

2 1 adult Non-fatal 2,OUOI,
uniseao 7 - 1 : 8 1 child: Non-fatal 28,999

~
"

2 adults
,JJ. S',A. 4 1 3 ,8 2 children: Non-fatal 8,462
, ' , 3 adults,. ,

,
I

I

: 68 4 9 81 7 Children: - 156,62,3 (4)
6 adults

.' PERMANENT

[l NON-
TRADITIOHAL
Airf1Y 5 1 1 7 - - 22,268

"- Atholl stee 2 - - 2 - - 4,176
B.I.S.F. 17 2 - 19 3 children Non-fatal 36,306

:Easiform 2 - - 2 - - 21,236
Hortard 2 - 1 3 2 adults Hon-fatal 1,4D4
Orlit 2 - - 2 - - 11,869
stuart 1 - - 1 - - 3,727
Sued1ah 3 - - 3 - - 5.952
Unity 4 5 - 9 - - 3,792
Wates 1 .. - 1 - - 6,979
Weir 2 - - 2 - - 7,303
\71mpey 2 - - 2 - - 12,611,
Newland 1 - - 1 - - 2,392

~~um
1 - - 1 - - ~.462
4 - - 4 - - 19,342

.Blackburn 4 - - 4- - - 5,768

.

. ).
". 63' (2)53 8 2 3 chiJ.d.ren: - 205.542 (5)
" 2 adults.

T"F~IMANrm
120 0)'l'RADITIONAL 113 7 - 6 children: Non-fatal 837,611-,,/' 10 adults

2 children: Fatal
1 adult

r
Roof space is taken as one roan

2) Includes 1 flat

t~
Includes 10 flats
Total number of ,,-11 types of t6lili-Orary houses at risk

5) Total =ber of all types of pennanent non-traditional housea at

(\.I:' ~
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Your reference:

Any communication on the subject
of this letter should be addressed
to:
THE DIRECTOR
and the fo/Jowil/g reference
quoted:

DEPARTMENT OF TilE ENViRONMENT
mmonnxmxUUJU>L'OtD(

AND FIRE OFFICES' COMMITIEE

JOINT FIRE RESEARCH ORGANIZATION

FIRE RESEARCH STATION
Melrose Avenue) BaREHAM WOOD, Herts.

Goods Entrance: Station Road Only

Telephone: 01-953 6177
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