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This note is the fourteenth™ of the short gquartcrly staticstical digents
of fires in post~war dwellings, and covers the period 1s§ January to *iev kexch
1952, During this period the Fire Brigades attended 260”7 incidents involving
264 dwellings occupied by families,

Supposed causes of fire

The supposed causes of the outbreaks are analysed in Table 1. The
frequencies of fires due to the five prominent causes, faults in electrical
apparatus, shori circuits in fixed electric wire and cable, heat and sperks
from fires in grates, heat from flue pipes, and smoking materials, mey be
summarised as follows:=

Temporary Permanent;
Non—-traditional  Traditional
Per cent Per cent of Per c¢ent of
of total total inecidence  total incidence
incidence
Qutbreaks caused by
Electrical apparatus 1 g 1" ; 16 g
Short circuits etc. in 19 ) 30 5) 16 2)18
fixed clectric wire and )
cable )
Pires in grates 29 30 53
Flue=pipes 5 ' : 17 6
Smoking materials 11 6 6 N

Constructional materials# are known to have been ignited first in 32 per
cent of the fires which ocourred in temporary dwellings, in 40 per cent of
those in permanent non-traditional dwellings and in 22 per cent of those in
permanent traditional dwellings, .The nature of the materiels ignited is
shown in Teble 2,

Emtent of fire and casualties

Information on the extent of fire and casualties, for sach type of

# This digest differs in minor respects from its predecessors and information
on fires in unoccupied dwellings is not included.

# Reports of all fires occurring in the 1st quarter of 1952 and received up to
July 12%h 1952 have becn analysed. TFirecs in unoccupied dwellings not included.

7 Constructional materials are defined as materials used in those parts of a
drelling that an occupant would normally leave on vacating the premises.
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temporary and permanent non~traditional hcuse is given in Table 3, togeiher
with the number of houses at risk during the guarier. HNine (11 per cent) of
the temporary houses and 2 (3 par cent) of the permanent non-traditional
houses involved in fire dvring the guarter were sericusly doemaged, No
pernanent traditional house was reported as having boen seriously Guzaged

by fire,
!

Three fatal caswaltics, 2 children and | sdult, occurred in permanent
traditional houses during the quarter, Thsare wire also 13 non-futal
casualties in ‘bemvorary houses, 5 in permanent ncon-iraditional hcuscs and
16 in permanent traditional houses.



; ' Table 1.

' SUPPOSED CAUSES OF FIRES ATTENDED BY FIRE BRIGADES IN OCCUPIED POST-WAR
DWELLINGS IN GREAT BRITAIN, 1st January - 31st March, 1952.

{ TEMPORARY FERNATZNT
Type Of &’felling ) Non— Tz 12 b
3 treditional | -7 i.:.ulom.l
' PFires Fires Mres
\ { ignitin ’ RO R .r_g' ien i’;inv‘
r ‘NENC.
’ & u : ol ; i
- 3 N wred ot " ol
F e R TN B - S N <
Supposed source of ignition g2 8 a8 3 Sink a8
4340 o ol =P [« G4 o (o]
0 of =1 adg d Silex | 8]
28138 £8 | & ER | S
e 8 3 8
, p
and ‘
"~"~1‘.‘sh§3',/hot - -] - - wl =1 = 31 3
'Elowlamp - - - 1 - 1 - - -
Electric cooker - 11 1 2 Li 6] = 61 6
fire - L1 4 - 1 1 - {10110
Electric iron - 1 - -l =] 1 -1 1
wireless or television - 31 3 - L e
lamp S Il BN B B IS B A
Electric wire and cable 15 - 115 3 - 31 1 1
other apparatus - -] - - -l -] - 111
Fire in grate 3 M4 117 2 {174 19117 (47 |64
Flue IN -1 41 M 11} & 31 7
Gas cooker 1 51 6 - 1 1] - Li 4
' Gas fire R R B R 3 - U I
other apparatus - -] - - 1 1 - - -
Incendiarism - 1 14 = - =1 = -] -
Matches, children playing with - 2| 2 - - =] - 11 1
0il stove - 3 3 - S T - -
1 Slow combustion stove 2 11 3 - -1 - - 191
Smoking materials - 91 9 - Lt 4l -1 71 7
Tapers, candles - .31 3 1 | =1 1] - -{ -
Miscellaneous and undefined 1 2t 3 2 11 31 2 6 8
Spread of fire from house or flat - - - 3 -1 311 -1 1
1 Spark from chimney | - - = - 2! 21 = -] -
/ Y L4
1' Totel fires with known source
Of ignition G900 sOPOCESIBEGEBERS 26 )4'9 75 25 33 58 26 91 117
| Unknown source of ignition seeee i 6 5 3
A Total damaged dwellings L8 63 1120
r\"‘ : ® \ l } J_ : L

«Note: Cupboards are considered as constructional materials in temporary dwellings
and permanent non-traditional dwellings; but as contvents in permanent

traditional dwellings.

Cookers are considered as contents.




Table 2,
FIRES IN WHICH CONSTRUCTIONAL MATERTIALS W“RM TENITED FIRE

INCIDENTS IN OCGUPIED FOST-WAR DWELLINGS ATTENLED BY FTRI TRICATES IN Gioeed DURIDAIN,
1st January - 3ist Mersh, 16002,

:_ R
Constructional materials first ignited L Temin ey | none SRR AT At
._.j.. . ..J!...i,' :‘_'j'.ﬁ.---.,. e
; ; ;
Roof - L= 8 | o
Ceiling 7 2 | 3
Partitions, walls, linings to walls L > 1
Flue casings ' - 2 \ \\\“w
, “loar 1 1 ; G
1
Tinpbewr wiilor hearth - 1 ;
Timber sct in chimney - - 4
Built-in cabinets, cupboards 2 1 3
Other internal wooden fittings 1 - -
Lagging of waterpipes - 1 -
Insulation of electric wiring o
a; No fire spread 4 - : -
b) Fire spreading to =
(1) floorboards, rafters, walls,
ceiling 2 - -
(ii) fusebox panel, distribution
board, etc. only 7 2 -
(1ii) fusebox panel, distribution
board, etce spreading to
floors, rafters, walls,
ceiling 3 - -
(iv) other - - 1
iMiscellaneous and undefined 2 2 1
Total muber of demaged dwellings in which 26 25 26
guvnstrustional materials were ignited first




Table 3

PIRSS ATTHDED BY FIRE BRIGADES IN OCCUPIED POSTw AR DWELLINGS I
GREAT BRITAIN, tst JATARY = 31st MARCH, 1952:

AD WULBER O CASUALTIES,

e EXTENT OF #IRE

Extent of Casunlties
Mumber of
2 'éypil of Mre confined FMre spread beyond room of Total houses at
~ dvre to roam of jgih damag d ed Rumber In i
- e origin (1) |1e8s than?gbﬁ? mare %ﬂgﬂ 507 dmg?fgngs i Tl
- azelling 1 dyeiling
TEMPORARY .
Aluminiun 25 1 2 28 2 children Non=fatal 54,456
Arcon 23 2 3 .28 2 children Non~fatal 38,859
Tarren 7 - - -7 - - 19,01L
Universal 2 - - | 2 1 adult Non-fatel 2,000
Unigeco 7 - 1 i 8 1 child: Non-fatal 28,999
0 ' 2 adults
+,U.8,4, L 1 3 .8 2 children: Non=-fatal 8,462
[ | ' ' ! 3 adults
!
/
: 68 N 9 81 7 children; - 156,623 (4)
6 adults
" PERMANENT
Y TRADITIOHAL
Adrey 5 1 1 7 - - 22,268
~  Atholl Steel 2 - - 2 - - 4,176
B.I1.S8.F. 17 2 - 19 3 children Hon=-fatal 36,}06
‘Easiforn 2 - - 2 - - 21,236
Hovrord 2 - 1 3 2 adults Hon=fatal 1,404
Orlit 2 - - 2 - - 11.869
Stuaxt 1 - - 1 - - 3,727
Swedish 3 - - 3 - - 5,952
Unity 4 5 - 9 - - 3792
Wates 1 o - 1 - - 6,979
Heir 2 - - 2 - - 7,303
impey 2 - - 2 - - 12,612
Newland 1 - - 1 - - 2,392
Eoner 1 - - 1 - - 1,462
um L - - L - - 19,342
Blackburn L - - 4 - - 5,768
-1? }“
53 8 2 65 (2)| 3 children: - 205,542 (5)
2 sdulis
T EmRANNe
| TrRADITIONAL 113 7 - 120 (3)| 6 chilaren:| Ton-fatal| 837,611
N 10 adults
¢ children: Fatal
1 adult

1) Roof space is taken as one room

2) Includes 1 flat
3; Includes 10 flats

Total mmber of 211 types of temporary houses at risk

5) Total mmber of all types of permanent non-traditional houses at

We i
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to:
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