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320 f~remen were ~njured: Th~ Fire Se~ice assisted in the rescue of

ffiEUMINARY ANALYSIS OF FIRE REroRTS FROM FIRE BRIGADES IN
GREAT BRITAIN, 1957

The res'J.lts of a pr<:limi..'W.IY anR1.yeis of reports show -t':lat (luring 1957

'~./ the Fire Brigades a t-tended approxi!na tely 108 100;( fires in England and Wales

ani appr-ozdmately 9 500 in Sootla.'~a.. The nUlllb er of iv.oidents attended by

each ~'ire Brigade is give:!. in Ta.ble 10 /'
o

In EngJ.and and Wales, five firemen bet 'cheir lives and approxima tely

)
app;:ox:ime.tely 280 persons from danger-ous si't'.l8.-tions. In ScotllU1d, no me.mber -,

of the Fire 8erv:be was killed and appro:dlJl!l. tely 20 were injured: The Fire

6ervi'J6 3.ssisted j.n r~sc,l.ing aPJ?roximatel.y 50 persons from danger-ous

situp..tion8~ ~Lrther. details are given lll.Tables 2 and 30

...

;/,' ~~e totala of fires quehed on this page have been rounde~ off to the
nearest hundr-ed, and the totals of non-fatal casualties' and of.persons
rescued to the nearest 10: exact figures will be given in the detailed
re~s which will be prepared later in the year.
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IN CONFIDENCE Corrigendum No.1
. F .R. Note No.,346

DEPARTMENT OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH AND FmE OFFICESI COMMITTEE
JOINT FIRE RESEARCH ORGANIzATION

ffiELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF FIRE REPORTS FROM FIRE BRIGADES IN
GREAT BRITAIN, 1957

The followiiJg corrections should be made to the Preliminary Analysis
of fire reports from Fire Brigades in Great Britain, 1957:-

1. Page 1, line 2: delete ".. approximately 108 100 fires in England and
Wales •• "; replaoe by ".. approximately 108 200 fires in England and
Wales •• " .

2. Page 3, Table 1, County Borough Fire Brigades, Birkenhead: .delete
the figure 476 in column "Number of fires·; replaoe by 576.

3. Page 4, Table 1, County Borough Fire Brigades; delete the number
108063 as total number·of fires attended in England and Wales,
replace by 108 163.
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Note: The figures in·.:this t.abl,e are based 'on reports' ...... '" .
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subject to slight revision as further intoriil5.t~~~···..
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Enelo.nd and Wales .,;,..0<funty:, Fire Brigades . "
Anglesey .~_. .. .- .. _.' .... , . .. .71·f·'.'·
Bedf'ordsha.re I . 790
Berks:,and Reading 1,081
BreC"pn: Co•. and. Radnor . . '. " . 112
Bucld:~amshire ." 1 ,130··
Oaernarvonehfre .i" ,,229
Cambridgeshire co> ~.372 ..::
Cureq..ganshire and Cannarthenshire J "': .. 4-08" .'
Cheshire . .,2,Q77,·;
Co:rrnki.n 522 .
Cump'~rland 357~":"
Denb~ and Montgomery '. 51£3 .
Derbyshire 1,596
Devonshaze ... ,84.1
DorsetshJ.re ..95'1 ..
~Co. 1,683'
E1Y~:Isle of -: (;'~<,:>.:" '198.
Es~'~ 4,82~
Pliiltshire' " :342 '.
Gla,m9r8a.nSh:ire 1 .399 l':
Gloucester-dhire '809
lIampsJ:1ire 2;30lf.'·
Herefordshire 326:,.,
Hertfordshire .' :2,055 .:
HurrtLngdonsha're 223 .'
Kerit···ri.pd Canterbury '4~7J5 .~.
Lancashire .4~636 .'
Leicestershire and. Rutland .591 .
Linci:r•. ~HOlland) . , 191 :
Lines.'. Kesteven} 216
Lines • Lindsey} 534-
London C•c. .'10, ;i10
Merioneth "'- .... 79
Middlesex '5,!j94
Monmouthshire 523
Norfolk 688
Northaffiptonshire ~ -520
j\Tortliunberland ,,:~. '-.. ','.. 723. ;
lrotti~shire 1 .285' .' . ,
Oxl'o:roshire .:- .. 34-7" '
Peinbr:Qkeshire'tS'1 ..
PeteJ;l:>orgugh, Soke of ., 1,72'
Salop'::' . ': . :771

.-. \ '" '''';Scii},y, Isle of -
Somer:Setshire " ',', ':;803
St'affo'rdshire .»; , .. :,...... : • ..'::~. :;;:: ',,:"\. 'r :2;216'
?uffoik, East, Suffolk, West, and Ipswich '. \ ,.-. :1 ~:157:'·
Surre'y ': ....; "'3',940' ,
Sussex, East ;940'·~

Sussex, West ' 717·
Warwickshire·.. -····_._·.~_.-.~. "0 - ••_.__._-_.-•• _ __ - •••• :1 ,577· ..
Westmorland I' '''';'':'.~:.__ .'' 130"
Wight, Isle of 217
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Numberot
tires

: • • ,I '''~' ~. ;.
.' . ' .. ~ .

~land.and'Wales - .county F~e;~1sa~e~""
contd.) '.: "". , "~".'
. · ,'."'. . . .', :.,.' ,.~ ,- ,:,:,'~.' _: :

Wll tshii-e 1 ,-;-

Worcestet 'Co. and" Wor08-~" C.B. ,.: ~I '" ': .. .. •

Yorks. ·(East Riding) ,
Yorks•. (N~th Riding)
York,S. (We~t Riding

... -, ........ • j...... • •• '. ..... -

England and Wales - 'CountY Borough .Fire:' , .n

Brigades

Barnsley ,
Barro~,in Furness
Bath,: ~ :'~

BirkeDhea.d
Birm~hai:Ii'
Blaokb,urn ,
BlaokpOol
Bolton" '
Bootde "
Bourpemouth
Bradford ..
Bri~~on , .
Bristol
Burnl' ..,}:Y, '
Burton; on Trent
Bur,y
Uardi'tt"
CarliSle: '
Chester
Coventry
Croydori
lhrlington
Derby'-' :,-
DewsbUry
Donoaster'
Dudley ..
Eastbourne
East ·Ham
Exeter
Gloucester
Great 'Yarmouth
Grimsby .­
Halifax
Hastings
Huddersfield
Kingston upon Hull
Leeds'

'Leioester
Linoolri
Liverpool
Manchester'
Mer~ Tydfil
Mid~esbrough

Newcastle on Tyne and aateshea.d
Newport' '(Mon.) ;, .. ~' '" ~. "
Northampton .
Norwioh' .
Nott~ham'. ,

- 3 -
.. • I ~

, ,

3: "

" .. 19~"

", , 14-0.
., " ", ,,203'
',", "'476.",
" 2 96'3" ,

267, .
456' .
326 "
298.····..

., 373' ..~': -r:
631 "

" , '-360 : : -
1; 172 ,....
, 249

'110 '
176 ••

, 641'
180

.,245
68~

,.525
203,

.. 466· :
20'6"

-,1'85
186
107 ,'. ',. ,
~.2i+3' ,.

. '205
,,1'~

130
219

·-1.~6 '
152.
251 .

:694"
1 118'
.' 696,~

, ~. .....~ 75"' ~.' ... ~ "(S

",2 '230""
1 910'~,

89"
., ,. 345,
'. :" ....737·

~ ~: ="'35l.:
~. ~ . '20'1 <I"'

303
707

~ . -. '.
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Glasgow. I

La.ll1a.rk "
Ce.Qtral
"estel'll
SOuth· •••,om
Sou.th 1U1lena
Fife
Perib)lDd. &1Il1'o••
ADgws
'NQI"til Ia.tan
Netrtl1em .

.. oj :
'"

.,
..,-'

Zit'S
972
'52

'"690" ..
1W

"'...,
777
650
222

... ~ ~
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, Table' 2.'" " '

. ;."',,, •. ". '.' .~~ "., • j.'".

NATURE OF INJ'imIES OF CASUALTIES IN FIRES ,ATTENDED BY FIRE BRIGADES
" IN GREAT ,BRITAIN; '1957 ::. ,

"
, , , . ' '. ' ..-. ' .. •.•••••_ ._ •••_~. _w.r ••• (

England and Wales .' •... , ,Sco,tlan4.. ~. - . "..... _.... " .. -

Nature 'of injury .. ,
Fire Other Firo -- Other.
Brig- oasual- Total Brig- oasual- Total, .
adcs ties ades ties" '

Fatal casualties
, Burns and scalds - 356 356 - . " 41 41• ••••••••••i

Overcome by smoke 66 66 .. 8 8

I
gas or • •• - -

Other and undefined. injuries 5 14 19 - 4 4
•

I Total ·.......... "........... 5 436 441 - 53 53
" ..

I . "

r Non-fatal casualties" .. "

I
scalds ::.~.,~ .•.••••• 89 069 2158

..
85Burns and 2 5 90

Bruises, cuts, abr'8:sions • •• 132 142 274 11 '!I" 15
Dislocations, sprains, ". .. '~ ..

fractures 32 29 61 2 ' .. 4' ' 6................
Overcome by gas or limoke • •• 23 97 120 - 2J+; 24.
Shock ·......... '.- .......... 2 233 235 - ,38 38
Other and undefinea'injuries 46. 54 100

,

4 .. 12 16
" ....

'l'ota.L · , 324 2 624 2 948 22 167 189·............. ~ ........
' ..
, ,

" 3060 220,'Total casualties ·.......... 329 3 389 22 242

Notes: Thefi'gures in this table are based on reports received up
to 21st February, 1958: they are subjeot to slight :rovision
as further information' is reoeived. ,l. , .:

'Casualhcs who suffered moret~ one typo of injury have
been olassified according to tho na,ture 'of the more serious
injury" . , .' ),.' . ... .. '. . . . .1. ~

. ~:;.
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Table 3

PERSONS RESCUED OR ESCAPED BY WERGHlCY MEANS FROM FIRES ATTHlDED BY
FIRE BRIG.U>ES IN GlU;AT BRITAIN, 1957

Note: The figures in this table are based on reports reoeived up to
21st February, 1958: they are subjeot to slight revision as
further information is received

Number of persons
Applianoes or methods used England

and Wales Sootland

Line 1_' •••••
Other apparatus •.••...••••.•.••••..••..••
Without apparatus ••••••••••••••••••••••••

Sh.ips •••••••••"••.••••••••••••••••,••••••••••
Road vehicles ••.•••••.•...•.••...•..••..•..•

Resoue with Fire Brigade assistance from

Buildings
AutOmB.tic escape line '••••.••..••
Escape (hand operated) •• • .e .••••••• '••••••••

I.a.dder', extension •••••••.••.••••...••...•
first floor ••••••••••••••••••••••
turntable (handr ••'•• ~ ••... ~ " ..•.
turntable (mechanical) •••••••••••
other or undefined •• 1,1" •••••••••

lAdder and line ........•.......••........

Total ..............................

33
106

1

4
6
4

3
118

4

279

-
6
5----
4

..-

-
33
--
48

Rescue withOut Fire Brigade assistance from

Ships ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Aircraft ••••••••••••••••••••• •,•••••••••••.•
Buildings

Automatic escape line ••••••••••••••••••••
Carried or assisted out ••••••••••••••••••
Jumping sheet ••••••••••••••••••• "••••••.•••
I.a.dder "•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Lowered from windows, root, "etc• • • • • • • • • •
Other or undefined methods •••••••••••••••

Road vehicles ..............................

5

166

65
62
10
7

10

29

3
7

Total ••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••• 325 39

.'
Esoape by emergenoy means from

Airoraft
Ba.led out •••••••••••••••••••• •.• • • • • • • • • • •
Through exits or from debris •••••••••••••
Tm-O'Wll c1ear •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Other or undefined methods •••••••••••••••

> Buildings
Automatic escape line ••••••••••••••••••••
Climbing over roof •••••••••••••••••••••••
Fixed fire escape ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Jumping from upstairs window. roof •••••••
I.a.dder •••••••••••••••••••••"••••••••••••••
Sli.ding down drainpipe, sheetS, rope, eto.
Through ground floor windows •••••••••••••
Other or undefined methods •••••••••• ~ ••••

Sh.ips ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Road vehioles ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Caravans •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Total •••••••••••••••••••••"•••••••••

Total persons resoued or esoaped ••••••••••••

- 6 -

9 -- 1
6 -

15 -
1 -
6 -

17 -
177 9

22 -
31 -
9 -

35 1
8 -

17 -
2 -

355 11

959 98




