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Mhis repart tas not deen Rilishod end
should be ocopldered ns oenlidential sadvence
inferrmtion., Ho veferemos should be rnde fo
/- .4t in eny gubliostion without the Tritten
S omment of the Directoe, Plre Restaych Htadion,
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Jatpeduoticy

' I vieited the scene of this fire, on Tueaday, Uctober Gist, 2959,

iy in seepany with Hr. G. Easthar, Chiaf Officer, Vorcester Flre lrijade and

, his Pire .vevention Gfffenr, Hr. G. F. 'nlfrey. ©e vore met by tir. Cunpton,
the vorke fire olficor and later also discusssd the five with M. 'u . Tz,
the fasclory raoagey. . :

The fire ercurred eariy oo Friddy rownlns, Ootober 17¢h, in a2 large

store Mollding 250 £F x 30U £¢, vesd for the stornye of vefined wugnr
chocilate oricd used fn the menefacture oF oiooolate confectioneey, e
wmalle, dncluing partitiom wlls (the 1atter not entirely Smperforate’

vope of brdok, but the roof ms of wood ant feld Wi’ sors fiase 140,

A plan in JAven ia the Virve “revention Officer's renovt, (0 othey with &
perarel axcomt of tha couree «f e five which <Al not thoreioee be
Ampcribed here, in detadl, exoent dnsofny aa 4t s prrdinmmt o the JSsouzaimn
of o noshible osuse,.

T™he fire ooourred 3o o sfadi of peffined soray. T stk e abvnt
100 £4 x 85 £¢ by 156 £% hich, «nd Wl bess badd® up dn md” dloiis awt
8 x10 bage, @4 heiht of 90 bage;  this atac ted Doen Iadt cdoun Por peveral
rmonthe.  The store vas poctionlly swalsd, the louovies In he roof wore
oevered with folf and the bullciny wes maintained at & hortility of 9880 poy
et by adjustuent of tho heating vhich waa by beated alr (edronlatod owy
st heatod aoils by eleciric fae).

.,\:{_Jx
he £ire arnoared to tave slartsd Aoy s atanchicon, and s ahom by
the invosti ptitne of the Flre Urevention (Ificer, owr noe! of tie stach
- 4t 314 not sematmte noro than S~ £8 dJon fyas the o exoept at the robable
p source yhere the fire ol penctrated sos 007 £6 domls At the stanohioms
J‘ there wea o (AD Detmoen the blocks of begs of up 0 0 4n, The apresd of
/r“ fire vas almost antirely alo; the chanreis Do%rman tho bags, sc that in cany

o« -2

cnson & bag woild be practinnlly intouohed sxoopt ad the efgzes vith ruch of
ite contents rot telted or oves colaurced by the fire,

he fire was de*sotedl thyough the alay : comnscted o seriss 1ith the
s pacd caintatning the preasure in the sariniler Deads; b2 alar. vne astuated -
= by aix sorinkler heads being opened 7 the fire, The fire tms thorefore
mckled in the early atages, an! although the Hich concentration of anoize and
furrs made Sivefi-htin, Jiffica e, tIe effort ww so fur suooesalful thnt 2he
sprenl of five over the 1oof mee realrioted to a amll oyes, thooh In view
of the pature of t%w stodr, sokoe snd umber dr AR LAy henvy,
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At tide utagu, Dowevwr, i1t 4y bo useful v wtiine tue .8 ibie
oo of tiw Lo alvuadn; %i.st WS 0 D8 a8 au . oeteu, ..o vy, froo
vk recently ger. iew (it ot Lo Tire sowenrdh . tatior, tat Cine duste
exi txulios, cuui ud Juiv secks e sdally Induosud to seuidor By &
marwemﬂazmunwsmmwu»mmm
initiets oo Lamaing wonbustion, he gaead of Cire v very elow snd ,
mc, articulariy motlosable i o sorpe sa0e swh o8 & staro, 1 ‘

el Wil Lo st cuadlily o0 Lare 18 00 aoss o air, sach '

m in the cumwelos Letwasn the bogs. it wey bDurst inte opdn adsbustion
il 8 ruecdes & oint where tho (onditions ars articoiariy Ssvowable,
Coite WLArS thare is 8 atrong aly current, A8 ot any Be slg ilicent that
tie s arent séal of the fire was Jsar & steshiun wiire the asrrow gap |
botween the stavks Suemed a natural dhlmnu/,

sader the conditione cutiined ghove t.ere ngy b3 aeny baurs botween
the sirst 4, miln axd the onset of a Jlaree flre, ducing oidel: Sioe mo
cari-ed indicoticng of fire wuld b chaved, and the & wrunt eext of
fire, ard the juint wurs flandn; cnbust . on bujine g7 Do rooote from
the primery sturce o0 ipnition,

Alle tiscre 3z ns Airect evidsnor toat the Qire undue dlacuseicn
adtur-ed as cescribed, ths Giwio course of tiw fixw add tie o earanos
of the stack are ovtwdetint with tsle iypotheals, sad In #:.1%e of te
dodionus off tho secaily aralyesnts and el hdvekeedng, X
trink ths woat reasonable cause of t.u08 Cire is en cxternal one 80 |
that one must be jre ared 1o ar:wis soNe atnudary lwsek in fis nonal |
Jrussutions. ‘ ‘

~urtinr consould

.6 st *imt Ve oadl et Ln vikw OO toe sxtent of G atiras, ow 1
tue nature of tis podl uintrustion, tx.ex atrdetiva £ 0 (e 0 such
& saald sres of Wiv w48 8 TrADUTE 10 $il ATcenutions L el
siiriale and o wopt RttaSK oy Lk fire, -Athaut Lo e aighy
hive w outed var, rajLd 9 read of fire v thv touf, ol wradining
with Suls the digh Ciro-iond and tiae 2w £ el ptee of o teutod
stécs stanchione thc ..ole bullding wuii Lews bees (utzed and & eoaplote
ain,

in view € thix, and connidering tue oonetary velus o8 Uwo steck,
& faot widuh vas Lo 2800 ON 10 Ok BEVARGL JLUBALUNE, I Miggiat that
aude thoaght Be v 80 Laprovimg 41 sturos sl storne ruceha's s
a0 56 andilion: ramit - 1 fully agpreniste e difficities of
obtalning sturny: ageoe fu tiwae days., Ot Of Ll wtens have elresdy
beon roccaseisd Wy the Fire Srizde and o canour snlly in the . eesaras

© Riizsestad in tos e.x.mn epart,  : would Jdie to awgmet the pusalidility

of subedivialon cf the sturse and possiilz ootootico «f e ataelwek,

T consdior tie st Jrodablie ocause ul Dine tu Do ah oxtertnl Euroe,
but I an not abis 0 mypiant exact.y wab this ooipwe warid have Dooti,
Tre yestrictad mprcad o Jire in view of the uatoe o e slaz,
represonts 4 notworthy schilsvaasnt on the part . all those resiznsibla
both for tha Jlre preomtions gl D tie astusl ‘mm&tw oarakions,
but stepe as already cutlinid hy the ‘ire rﬂ.gado avl in thids roport
ahonid bo taken €0 ase et the josailility o2 vo 18 wkieckad piresd
4o visde less m.
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(vre Go -astham), &5 w. . aldvoy o the wroister oity and .

Fire Yri mﬂwmmm tomrmumanémlrimiﬁ
in the investigetion, and also to . .osrs, Jedbur,e anld (o, Yoy ond
e aptom dor Lhodr Jrank ond holniul oteopstalion,
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It et be atated ot ihe oudeed Snt it fo Sroonailic ¢ Lo ocortain
of the cause of €ire; ¢o a lure extent it '.h:a,m‘*wra” ":Hsfb?
exclhuion of &'l cehﬁr poneible altervailivos.

There scured po ponsidility a&' Amition by "’ﬁa caune; although thore
were ao '@ hanvy cabics noar the nﬁm*zm.fm’ama that they vere
lsocxmectods  The etea beating plpos wore 8l v8:1 &My Tros the atiutte,

8. Opentaacouy beating

It ma boen sugneated that the osuce oF 4nition vas ths spontancous
hoatin: o the jute baze oy sorn dooolate arwd),; Yeft £ra - sarlicr storepe
nogeibly luitiated ur sooelerated YNy Snsvess of ators waler ectw ronthe
ano as desoribed in e, Faifyey's repord; 4t wap renlimad, ol nourse, 4ct
refined suzar wes rot itaelf lisble to spmdanocus hoating. I a:of
ommemmmmmmm&auammemwm
fire for the foiloming Yvapons:-

4. Tie chocolate axxd, i:ﬁ:m *aztolt in 4 2abomtory arpamtus, shoied
ne aign of spomtansous heating, -

Be shen ¥ areived at the wortas; the stao: m,bempzr“‘m“ly
Sarantled, I was therefore adle %o cxarine, op 1 Gil tharou sy, & cronee
sectim of the atad: al varioum lowla, !mrtmmﬂxamt worticns,
thure mag 0o sign of dotorioretim of the Jute fabrie «~ 14 rust Do ro o beved
that 4n view of the mture 0 the oo LY a7 macis (ere nav and <lean,

Ss vith the exoeption ol the site o probable el in ol the Sire, e
Gun;w waa conlined to ‘e gpper portien OF the sfant. I catar ed 7@1@&
dntc the steckz one would cxpead.the sreatost paowiraticn of R tear e
botton of e stan, &l ccosciantly £ oxtent of rderviidic’ s lom) aviion
and hrating wouid ba rrestest in ¢de vesion, 80 thwt A0 the haating waid
evantially lead to irmitlen 4% ahould have tocureed noar the base of the
stagc. This is oty 1o vhad was aotua "y obegerwel, anl there was, in
fact, no intaroe’ drainhipe near the suspoctaed orisin,

Shatie slectricily

I have not bsea allie 10 visualiss tin clirgoatances unior “hich gtatin
eleciriclity oowld thve dean pencrated and dlgchare? oo as to omwse imitim,
partioulapiy in view of the relatively Bich tarility mintaiond in ¢l store.
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Hy a prooess of exolueiin of other pomiibilitias, the chilef o dhich
mmﬂmm,inmwaemum mmut.‘mmmu
cause of fmition, in full amrences o substan Mionitise in

. aooepting his poanibiiity. Itmtmmﬂmmtmtmvutm

o ol of any source of 4, nikim, et the mrit;r arrane’ mte end
mnl, hevsakesoping are unloubedly cood, and 1% bms been nossilble to cheos

mmnuormmmm.maﬂwmmm .





