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ffiELI1lINARY .ANALYSIS OF FIRE REFffiTS FROM FIRE BRIGADES IN THE
UNITED KINGlXlH

The results of a preliminary anal,ysis of reports show that during
1960 the Fire Brigades attended approximatel,y 119 900- fires in England
and ·"ales, approximatel,y 12 100 in Scotland and approximatel,y 1 600 in
Northern Ireland. The number of incidents attended by each Fire Brigade
is given in Table 1.·

In England and Wales, 4- members of the Fire Service were killed and
approximatel,y 200 firemen were injured; the Fire Service assisted in the
rescue of approximatel,y 500 persons from dangerous situatiqJlS. In
Scotland, 20 members of the Fire Service, including 5 from Glasgow
salvage Corps, were killed and approximatel,y 50 were injured; the Fire
Service assisted in rescuing approximately 90 persons from dangerous
si tua tions. In Northern Ireland no member of the Fire Servioe was kille d
but approximatel,y 10 were injured; the Fire Servioe assisted in resouing
approximatel,y 10 persons from dangerous situations. Further details are
given in Tables 2 and 3•

!! The totals of fires quoted on this page have been rounded off to the
nearest hundred, and the totals of non-fatal casualties and of persons
rescued to the nearest ten: exact figures will be given in the detailed
returns which will be prepared later in the year.

© BRE Trust (UK) Permission is granted for personal noncommercial research use. Citation of the work is allowed and encouraged.



•
FIRES ATTENDED BY FIRE BRIGADES
m THE UNI~ KINGIXll4. 1960.

Note: The f'igures in this table are based on reports received
up to the 21st February, 1961; they are subjeot to
slight revision as further information is reoeived.

Column 1 shows the nlllDber of' attendances at f'ires other
than those oonfined to beatblend or grassland.

Column 2 shows the nlllDber of' attendanoes at tires
oonfined to beathland or grasslan4.

Column 3 shows the total nlllDber of' atteJll1anoes.

lire Brigade 1 2 3

!ngland and Wales - County Fire Bripdes

Anglesey 82 34- 116
Bedf'ordshire 737 200 937
Berks. am Reading /34.} 241 1 0/34.
Breoon Co. and Radnor 82 36 118
B"ok1 n gbe mshire 717 358 1 075
Caernarvonshire 232 126 }58
Cambridgeshire 1+07 38 445
Cardiganshire end carmarthenshire 307 1(,l/1. 1+11
Cheshire 1 660 1 OS3 2713
Cornwall ItD8 289 697
ClllDberlend 386 137 523
Denbigh and KontgOlll8l'Y 1+13 178 591
Derbyshire 1 072 381 1 1+53
Devonshire 788 358 1 14&
.Dorsetshire 1+61 Wi- 905
Durham Co. 1 1+99 753 2 252
EJ,y. Isle of' 234- 2& 260
Essex 3018 1 281 42"
Flintshire 282 163 445
Go' amorganshire 1 192 .51+8 1 740
Q.louoestershire 671 209 880
Hampshire 1 192 1 017 2 209
Heretorc1ah1re . 240 21+ 264-
Herttordsb1re 1 405 670 2 075
Huntingdonsh1re 208 44 252
Kent and. Canterbur,y 2722 919 3 64-1
Lancashire . 4 21+5 24}4. 6 &79
Leioestershire and Rutland 445 123 568
Linos. ~HOlland) 226 28 254-
Linos. Kesteven) 2It-It- 50 294-
Linos. Lindsey) '. 565 158 723
London C.C. 10 1+22 552 10974
Kerioneth 53 41 !lit-
K1ddlesex 4001 767 4 768
.KoDlllOUthshire 1t-It-1 176 617
Norf'olk 624 . 270 89/i.
NortbelJlptonshire 5}8 61 599
NorthlllDberland 712 246 958
Nottingbemahire 866 5}7 1 4O}
OXf'ordsb1re }62 50 4.12
Pembrokeshire 121 ,& 157



Table 1 (oontd. )

FIRES A1"rENDED BY FIRE BRIC'..ADES
IN THE UNITED KINGIXlM, 1960.

Fire Br1ga4e 1 2 3

County Fire Brigades ( oontd. >.
Peterborough, Soke of 159 29 188
Sslop 610 161 771
Somersetshire 677 137 814
Staffordshire 1 376 943 2 319
Suffolk, East, Suffolk, West, and Ipswich 802 279 1 081
Surrey 2 215 1 099 3 314
Sussex, East 573 254 827
Sussex, West 657 176 833
Warwickshire 939 44-5 1 384
Westmorland 119 26 145
Wight, Isle of 118 22 140
Wiltshire 787 90 877
Woroester Co. and Woroester C.B. 910 330 1 240
Yorks. ~East Riding) 370 53 423
Yorks. North Riding) 814 248 1 062
Yorks. West Riding) 2 707 1 376 4083

England and Wsles - County Borough Fire
Brigades

Barnsley 109 63 172
Barrow in Furness 150 70 220
Bath 217 11 228
Birkenhead 547 222 769
Birmingham 2 Tf4. 712 3 486
Blackburn 295 85 380
Blaokpool 404- 122 526
Bolton 423 129 552
Bootle 283 124 407
Bournemouth 202 200 402
Bradford 766 210 976
Brighton 396 50 44-6
Bristol 838 253 1 091
Burnley 240 104- 344-
Burton on Trent 77 16 93
Bury 205 89 294
Cardiff 597 67 664
Carlisle 245 42 287
Chester 151 97 248
Coventry 551 154 705
Croydon 439 95 534
Darlington 189 11 200
Derby 579 45 624-
Dewsbury 157 52 209
Doncaster 150 53 .203
Dudley 152 88 240
Eastbourne 101 11 112
East Ham 148 25 173
Exeter 227 37 264
Gloucester 167 16 183
Great Yarmouth 128 14 142
Grimsby 230 58 288
Halifax 255 98 353
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Table 1 (oontdo)

FIRES ATrENDED BY ~'IRE BRIGADES
IN THE UNITED KINGlXlM, 1960.

Fire Brigade 1 2 3

County Bor-ough Fire Brigades (oontdo)

Hastings 95 37 132
Huddersfield 227 95 322
Kingston upon Hull 888 115 .' 1 003
Leeds 1 015 329 1 344-
Leioester 574 90 664-
Lincoln 176 81 257
Liverpool 2 591 438 3029
Manchester 2 213 401 2 614
!lier~r Tydfil 112 36 148
Middlesbrough 360 34 394-
Newcastle on Tyne and Gateahead 846 125 971
Newport (Mon.) 298 67 365
Northampton 172 14 186
Norwich 263 92 355
Nottingham 741 160 901
O'Ldham 347 42 389
OXford 234- '7 24-1
Plymouth 341 61 402
Portsmouth 480 : 82 562
Preston 302 77 379
Rochdale 233 68 301
Rotherham 129 72 201
st. Helens 187 81 268
salf'ord 512 56 568
Sheffield 821 149 970
smethwick and west Bromwich 311 194- 505
southampton 411 252 663
Sotrthend 24-7 19 266
Southport 176 . 91 267
South Shields 234 63 297
Stockport 350 95 445
Stoke on Trent 409 100 509
Sunderland 44.8 127 575
Swansea 24-7 176 423
Tynemouth 173 50 223
Wakefield 115 42 157
Wallasey 24-1 190 431
Walsall 257 124- 381
Warrington 209 82 291
West Ham 599 38 637
West Hartlepool 214 57 271
Wigan 199 58 257
Wolverhampton 351 89 440
York 217 40 257

Total number of fires attended in 90 913 28 94-7 119 860England and Wales



Table 1 (oontd.)

FlllES ATTENDED BY FlllE BRIGADES
m THE UNITED KINGOOM, 1960.

Fire Brigade 1 2 3

Scotland

Glasgow 2 833 201 3 034
Lanark 1 099 ·243 1 342
Central 698 196 894
Western 927 252 1 179
South Western 691 150 841

.. South Eastern 1 572 258 1 830
Fife 461 111 572
Perth and Kinross 240 55 295
Angus 684 87 771
North Eastern 790 146 936
Northern 295 86 381

Total number of fires attended in
10 290 1 785 12075Scotland

Fire Brigade 1 2 3

Northern Ireland

North 185ft 51 236Jl
Scuth 436J1! 63 499'!
West 289ft 68 357ft
Belfast 4£37" 26 513ft

Total number of fires attended in
1 397"- 208 1 605-Northern Ireland

)[ Reports of fires not oonfined to heathland, grassland and
railway embankments in Northern Ireland only cover the
period up to the 30th November, 1960. Reports of fires
~ing Deoember have not yet been received.
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Table ,

ft113ON;) m:a.::UlID Ult~ BY ~Ca2>H:..'I ~.:) J:i'rtCli F:Dili;:i AT1'UIDEll BY
i'DiE~ IN Ttih UNI~ I\.l1~GLOIl, 1960.

Hotel tho figuros in thia table are baaed on reports 'reoeived up to
the 21at February, 1961; they are subJeot to alight reviaion
as further intormation ia reoeivo~

Number ot i'araonB

Appl1aDOes or Methoda Used England Northern(1) United(')
..d se"'land Ireland King-Wal••

Rescue 'With Pire Brigade aas1ataDoe tr<m
.llroratt - - - -
BuUdinga

Eaoape (band operated) 51 - - 51
lAdder: extendon 114 } 1 118

first floor 54 1 } 58
bonk 4 - - 4
iurntable (uclw1ioal) 28 11 - }9
other or undefined 28 5 - }}

Ladder and line 2 - - 2
Lin. , - - 1
Other awars tua 1 1 - 2
dthout app:t.ratua 2O} 65 5 27}
Unknown means 8 - - 8

Ships } - - }
Road vehioJ.es 1 - - ,

Totel 498 86 9 59}
ReBOUO without Pin Brigade aasistance trom

.ircra..ft 1 - - 1
Buildings

Carried or asaiated out 400 59 9 468
JUlllping sheet '5 - - 15
lAdder '08 4 - 112
Lowered trOIQ windowa, root .to. 7} 12 8 9}
Other or Wldefinod methods 48 1 - 49

5h1p. 2 - - 2
Read vehicles 14 - - 14
Caravans 6 - - 6
Woodland 1 - -' 1

'otel. 668 76 17 761
Escape by emergenoy meana rr",

Aircratt
Baled out 9 - - 9
Through lIXita or from debris } - - }
Thrown clear 2 - - 2

Buildinge
Climbing ClV er root }O - - }O
JUlllpint!; trail upstairs window 18} '0 6 199
lAdder }8 - - }8
:iliding down drainpipe J Iaboeta etc.. }O } - }}
Through gr-cund floor window. }1 7 7 45
Ot~ or undefined lllothoda }8 2 1 41

Ships 2) }5 } - }8
Head vohioles 19 2 2 2}
Caravana 2 - - 2
Trains - - - -

Totel 420 27 16 46}

Total persona resoued or osoa.pod 1 586 '89 42 1 817

(1) Northern Ireland figurea refer to Janur8¥ to November only
(2) Includes ~ persons escaped in one inoident at .:iJ.tord Haven

.,
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Tablo 2

IUTUaB OF neu.uss Qii' CASU..iLTI£S 111 FIRI::S A.T1'J;JUJrJ) Iff r.IdE HkIGADES
nt 'i'Hl:: IDlIn:u lUN'GlXl.l.. 1960t1)

England and ..ales .:iOotland Northern Ircland(2) Unit.d Kinsdcm(2)

Nature of Lnjury ,Jr. Other Total
,Jr. other ToW. Fire Other Tot oJ. Fir. 0_

TotoJ.Brigades Gasualties Brif\ades Casualties Brigades Casualties HriglLClcs Casualticll

Fatal oasualtios
Burna lind. scalds - 267 267 - }2 }2 - 9 9 - }26 }26
uverccce by gas or :lmolco 1 '09 110 - 2' 21 - } } 1 I}} 1}1,
Other and undefined injuries } 29 }2 2OU) 8 ' 26 - - - 2} }7 60

rotal 4 425 429 2OU) 61 61 - 12 12 24 498 522

Non-fatal casual tics
Burns and soalds }1 2040 2071 9 107 116 - 27 27 40 2 174 2 214
~~isea, outs, abrasions 86 171 259 9 19 26 2 2' 4 99 192 291
Dislocations, s?rains,

fractures 50 }9 69 9 } 12 1 - , 40 42 62
ever-ecce by gas or saoce 15 214 229 15 }} 46 - - - 50 247 277
lo.I.ore than. one of' above

injuries 6 59 67 } 7 10 1 - 1 12 66 76
.3l.ocic on1¥(4.; 2 26} 265 - }6 }6 - - - 2 }21 }2J
Othe= ~nJ undefined injuries 26 76 104 4 26 }O 1 4 5 }} 106 lJ9

ToW. 202 2 &32 3024 49 2}} 282 5 }J }6 256 } 146 } 404

Totel c...sUoAltios 206 3 307 } 51} 69{}) 294 }6} 5 45 50 260 } 646 } 926

(1) Provi:;iofi.J.l t'i~;ures. ,Jubject to poasibltl .di=.ht revision aa further information is received
(2; 11'i61.l1"eS rcr- ;;orthtJrn I.'elano. rl;fer to Janwu."y to Hcvescer- only

0:, Incl=inb j ."",,,or. 0" "" Cl""o" .... Lva ge C,rp.

(4) C<i.llu.ll tiell ~..he sunurCli oi.ocic in a.o.ait.J.on to other injuries are cl.o.lSsii'ied aocoro.i.ne to the natura of tho other injury
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DEPARTMENT OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH AND FIRE OFFICES I COMMITTEE
JOmT FIRE RESEARCH ORG-ANIZATION

md WalesEngland

PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF FIRE REPORTS FROM FIRE BRIG-ADES IN

THE UNITED KING-DOM

CORRIG-ENDA
TABLE 2,

FIRE BRIG-ADE

•
,

(a) Fatal Casualties
Overcome by gas or smoke
Tot:<l

(b) Total Casualties

delete 1 insert 
delete 4 insert 3
delete 206 insert 205'

OTHER CASUALTIES
(a) Fatal casu~~ties

Overcome by gas or smoke
Total

(b) Total Casualties

delete 109 insert 110
delete'425 insert 426
delete 3307 insert 3308

"

FIRE BRIG-ADE

(~.) Fatal Casualties
Overcome by gas or smoke
Total

(b) Total Casualties

OTHER CASUALTIES

(a) Fat~l casu~lties

Overcome by gas or smoke
Total

(b) Total Casualties

United Kingdom

delete 1 insert 
delete 24 insert 23
delete 280 insert 279

delete 133 insert 134
delete 1,98 insert 499
delete 3646 insert 3647
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