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THE RANKrnG OF FIRE PREVENTION RULES BY
ENTRANTS TO A NEWSPAPER COMPETITION

by

E. D. Chambers

rnTRODUCTION

During the' 1967 "Make Leicester Fire- safe" campaign, a competition was
organised by the weekly "Illustrated Chronicle", in association with Lewis's Ltd.,
a departmental store in the city•

Entitled. "Rate the Risk", the competition required entrants to put ten
stated f'ire prevention rules in order of' importance.

It was f'elt that the order in which the rules were placed by the competitors
would provide an indication of' the appreciation' of' specif'ic f'ire hazards by the
general public. Accordingly, after the competition, a random sample of' 100 of'
the entry f'orms was analysed, out of' the total of' about 1200 received.

THE ENTRANTS

Since the prizes in the competition were all of' specif'ically f'eminine
interest - "Win a £4.0 f'ashion outf'it" was a main heading - it is not surprising
that the majority of' the entrants did in f'act appear to be housewives.

Table 1

Titles by which entrants described themselves

"

"Mrs."
"Miss"

Female f'orename only (children?)

Initials only (men??)

"Yr."

THE COMPETITION

84

5
2

8

1

100

Af'ter advance notice had been given in the issue of' 22nd September 1967, the
competition itself' appeared in the Illustrated Chronicle f'or 29th September and
6th October. The closing date was 10th October.

"Housewives" were ref'erred to twice in the introductory remarks, a Lbhough the only
persons actually excluded !'rom entering were employees of' the printers and their
immediate f'amilies.

The "Make Leicester Fire-saf'e" campaign started on 25th September, and ran
f'or f'our weeks. During this period the citizens of' Leicester were SUbjected to
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i'ir"e prevention advice through an exceptional variety of media, which doubtless
had at least some effect on the competition entrants.

FIRE PREVENTION RULES GIVEN IN COMPETITION

A. Neyer allow Chr-istrna.8 trimmings, etc., to come into contaot with Jight
bulbs or other source of heat.

B. Always keep matches out of the reach of children..

C. Never leave children alone with an unguarded i'ire.

D. Avoid do-it-yourseli' maint enance of electrica.l equipment.

E. Never stand oil or paraffin heaters in draughts. •
F. Never overload electrical circuits.

G. Do not smoke in bed.

H. Always have an adult in charge of' i'irework displays and bonf'ires.

1. Always turn oi'f naked lights and heaters when laying tiles using an
inflammable adhesive, and keep the room ventilated.

J. Never keep aerosol sprays near naked light or heat.

RANKING OF FIRE PREVENTION RULES BY ENTRANTS

Table 2

Frequencies with which entrants gave the
fire prevention rules the stated ranks

r».JI

Fire prevention rule s

BCD E F G H IA
Rank

1 1 20 62 3 8 0 4 1 1 0

2 3 47 13 3 13 8 5 6 2

~I3 4 15 12 7 19 14 15 10 3

4 13 8 4 6 17 11 15 15 6 51

5 17 3 4 8 15 12 16 . 9 9 71•,
10 I6 9 1 1 21 15 14 16 7 6

7 13 3 1 11 0 15 8 16 22 11'

8 8 3 0 14 6 "12 10 14 20 13

9 17 0 2 17 5 7 7 11 17 17

10 15 0 1 10 2 7 4 11 14 36
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A graphical representation of Table 2 is given in Figure 1. The ranks
given are grouped in pairs, to give a clearer indication of the shape of the
distributions, and the distributions appear in the order of average ranks
given by the competition entrants (see below).

,"

DISCUSSION

When the rank given to each riIle by the jUdges is compared with the
average rank given' by entrants, in two instances it differs by as much as 3.'

Table 3

Ranks awarded by judges and entrants'

. ,

Rule

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

Judges'
rank

10

1

2

4
6

5
3

7
8

9'

.Aver-age 'of'
entrants"

ranks

6.68

2.57
,2.01

6'.62 '

,,'4.37
'?~80," '

,5~34

,6'.23

7.26
8~12

c,

Average of
entrants' ranks,

ranked

8

2

1

7
3,

·5
4
6 .

9 .
10

. ,\ '.~

,,0.

•

The dangers of placing oil or paraffin heaters in' draughts seemed to be
well appreciated bjthe entrants. Perhaps this is l:l,,!,causeof.,the publicity
the subject has received ,in the last few years.

On the other hand, .errtz-azrta seemed 'to be relativ:elYUncoilCerned at the ,
hazards of do-it-yo~self'maintenance of electrical equipment .." It is interesting
to speculate on whether ,this could be because the phrase "do-it-yourself' '
maintenance", in the rule as stated, sounds less undesirable than, for example,
"unqualified interference"; or whether perhaps women as a group still lack
adequate technical ,education.

There is in Figure 1 an indication of Ii bimodal distribution of" the ranks
for some of the rules. The meaning, if any, to be attached to this is not
obvious.

CONCLUSIONS

Ten rules for fire prevention tended to be put in the following order by
entrants (mainly housewives) for a newspaper'competition:-

- 3 -



1. Never leave children alone with an unguarded fire._

2. Always keep matches out of the reach-of children.

3. Never stand oil or paraffin heaters in draughts.

4. Do not smoke in bed.

5. Never overload electrical circuits.

6. Always have an adult in' charge of firework displays and bonfires.

7. Avoid do-it-yourself maintenance of electrical equipment •. .
....u, .j

8. Never allow Christmas trimmings, etc, , to come into contact with light
bulbs or other sources of heat.

9. Always turn off naked lights and heaters when laying tiles using an
inflammable adhesive, and keep the room ventilated.

10. Never keep aerosol sprays near naked light or heat.

Compared with the order selected by the panel of judges, the rule about
not standing oil and paraffin heaters in draughts tended to be put three places
higher, and that about avoiding do-it-yourself maintenance of electrical equipment
three places lower.
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