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SUMMAFRY

A preliminary survey shows that 92 persons died in fires in the third
quarter of 1969. Sixty-nine were in England and Wales. 20 in Scotlend and
three in Northern Ireland. This figure is lower than in either of the
first and second. quarters of the year.

Five firemen were killed as a result of an explosion in London.
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by
S. E. Chandler

Introduction

"This report is the seventh of a series of quarterly reports giving
preliminary information on deaths in fires attended by fire brigades. The
information is based on reports of fires during the third quarter of 1969
received by 3rd November 1969 and is subject to0 revision.

During the third quarter of 1969, 69 persons died in 59 fires in
England and Wales. There were 20 deaths in 14 fires in Scotland and three
deaths in one fire in Northern Ireland. ‘

Five firemen were killed at a. fire in London when & tank which was being
demolished exploded. A fire at & workmen's hostel in Scotland accounted for
six deaths.

Tables 1-4 give details of hazards, times of call, sources of ignition
and ages of buildingse. Table 5 gives details of the ege and sex of fatal
casualties and Table HA shows causes of death. Table 6 gives the numbers
of fatal and non-fatal casualties in each brigade area.



Table 14  Hazard in which fire started (England and Wales)

. o ' No; of‘ No. of No. of No.' of deaths
Hazard in which fire started fatal multiple de; ths| 1B mltiple
fires | death fires death fires
TOTAL 59 6 69 16
IN BUILDINGS - Total 52 6 62 g
Industry .. | 2. 1 T PR
Distributive trades ~ - " - 1 - 1 o
Pinancial, professional and _ _ _ N
miscel-services : administratiom|. - :
Medical services ' ' 1 - i -
Houses -~ detached or sem:.—deta 3 - 3 -
- = terraced: : 14 . 1. 15 12
v oy omonot. stated - 16, 2 18 - 4
Flats - in blocks 1 - 1 e
. = converted 6 Y 1. .2,
SRR o’cher or not stated : . 2. - I I 2.,
Non-lnstltutlonal dwelllngs as. 5 o , é:" i
part of other occupancies C _ AR “
Other 4 - 4 -
NOT IN BUILDINGS - Total T - i -
Road vehicles 1 - 1 -
Other means of transport 2 - 2 -
Caravans. 1 - -
Other 3 - 3 -




Table 1B~ Hazard in which fires started (Scotland)

: No. of . No. of No. of No. of deaths
Hazard in which fire started fatal miltiple dez;ths' in mltiple
fires death fires ‘ death fires
TOTAL 14 2 20 8
IN BUILDINGS - Total 12 2 18 8
Industry 1 -~ 1 -
Clubs, hotels, etc. A 1 6 ]
Houses - detached 2 1 3 2
- not stated. 3 - -3 -
Flats - in blocks 1 - 1 -
— converted 1 - 1 -
- not stated 3 - Z -
NOT IN BUILDINGS - Total 2 - 2 -

Road vehicles

Other means of ‘transport

(|

h

Table 1€ Hagard in which fir started (Northern Ireland)

There was 1 fire accounting for 3 deaths in a house.



Table. 24 Time of call to fires (England and Wales)
‘ No. of Ho. of No. of No. of deaths
Time ‘of -call-to fires | fatal maltiple . denths | < iR maltiple
- fires death fires 1 death fires
TOTAL 59 6 69 16
Midnight - 02,59 3 - 3 -
03.00 = 05:59 4 - 4 -
06.00 - 08.59 7 1. 8 2
09.00 - 11,59 8 3 15, 10
15.00 = 17.59 10 1 11 2.
18.00 - 20:59 3 - 3 -
21.00 - 23,59 5 1 6 2
Late call 10 - 10 -
. Table 2B . Time of call to fires (Scotland)
‘ No. of Noa of Yo. of | Noe of deaths
Time of call to fires | fatal multiple deaths in mltiple
’ fires death fires death fires
©TTOTAL 14 2 2@ 8
Midnight - 02,59 2 - 2 -
03,00 = 05.59 1 - 1 -
06.00 = 08.59 4 1 9 &
09.00 - 11,59 1 - 1 -
12,00 = 14.59 3 - 3 -
15.00 — 20,59 - - - -
21,00 - 23.59 1 - 1 -
Late call 2 1 3 2
Table 2¢ Time of call to fires (Northern Ireland)

There was 1 fire accounting for 5 deaths to which the brigade was
called at 05,38.




Table 3A

Source of ignition of fires (England and Wales)

No. of No. of No. of No. of deathd
Source of ignition of fires | fatal multiple de;ths in mltiple
fires death fires death fires
TOTAL 59 6 69 16 .
Children with fire z 1 4 2
Matches, tapers, etc 2 - 2 -
Smokdng materials 11 - 11 -
Electric - space heating 1 - i -
- wire and cable - - - -
= blanket - - - -
- other 1 - 1 -
Gas - cooking 5 - 5 -
- other 1 - 1 -
Solid fuel - fire in grate 3 1 4 2
0il appliances - - - -
Qther 8 1 9 2
E 4
Unknown 24 3 3. 10
+*
Including "unknown, pending inquest”
Table 3B Source of ignition of fires (Scotland)
No. of No. of N £ No. of deaths
Source of ignition of fires | fatal mltiple dg;tg in multiple
fires death fires 8 death fires
TOTAL 14 2 20 8
Children with fire 1 - 1 -
Smoking materials 5 - 5 -
Electrie ~ blanket 1 1 2 2
Other 1 - 1 -
Unknown: [ 1 i1- 6
Table 3¢ Source of ignition of fires (Northern Ireland)

The cause of the 1 fatal fire (3 deaths) is unknown.

-5 -




Table 44 _Date of conmstruction of buildings (England and Wales)

: No. of No. of No. of N?. of deathg
Date of construction fatal mu.ltipI.I.e deaths in multiple
S : firea death fires death fires
TOTAL 59 6 69 16
Pre 1900 10 1 1M 2
1900 - 1909 12 2 14 . .
1910 - 1919 5 - 5 -
1920 - 1929 2 - 2. -
1930 - 1939 10 2 12 | 4
1940 - 1949 1 - 1 .-
1950 - 1959 5 - 5 -
1960 - 1969 6 - 6 -
Not stated, not applicalile 8 1 13 6

Table 4B  Date. of comstruction of buildings (Scotland).

. No. of | . No.. of fo. of | Noa of deaths
Date of construction fatal mltiple d e;ths in mltiple
fires death fires death fires

TOTAL 14 2 20 8
Pre 1900 6 1 11
1900 ~ 1909 2 1 3
1910 = 1929 - - - -
1930 - 1939 2 - 2 -
1940 - 1949 | 1 - 1 -
1950 - 1959 - - - -
1960 - 1969 1 - 1 -
Not atated, not applicable 2 - 2 -

Table 4C Date of construction of buildings (Northern Ireland)

There was 1 fatal fire (3 deaths) in a building of which date of co'nstruction;
was not known,



Table 5

Age and Sex of Fatal Casualtiea

England and Yales Scotland Northern Ireland

Age (years)

Male Female Male Female Male Female

TOTAL 39 30 15 5 - 3

Under 1 1 - 1 - - -

1 -4 3 6 - - -

5 - 14 1 1 1 - - -
15 - 44 21 3 3 - - -
45 - 64 8 4 1 3 - -

65 - 74 2 3 1 - - 2
Over 75 2 12 - 1
Not stated 1 1 6 - - -
Table S5A Cause of death
‘ England Northerm
Cause of death and. Wales Scotland Treland

TOTAL 69 20 3

Burns 23 3 -

Asphyziation 26 6 -

*
Other, unknown or not stated 20 11 3

*»
Includes causes of death that are “unknown, pending inguest”.




Table 6

Number of casualties in each brigade area

Noo. of casvalties

Fatal Non=fatal
TOTAL 9% 996
Bngland and Wales 69 839
Scotland 20 107
Northern Ireland 3 50

(A) English and Welsh County Borough Fire Brigades
No. of casualties. No. of casuslties
Brigade Brigade
Fatal | Non-fatal Fatal| Non~fatal

Barrow=in-Furness - Derby - 3
Bath - Doncaster - 3
Hirkenhead 1 Dudley - 4
Bi rmingham gl 51 Baatbourne - 2
Blackburn - 2 Exeter - 2
Blackpool - i Grimsby - 2
Bolton - 9 Helifax - 3
Bootle. 1 4 Hastings - 1
Bournemouth - 1 Kingston-upon~-Hull - 8
Bradford - 11 Leeds - 14
Brighton - 13 Leicester - 2
Bristol 1 11 Liverpool - 16
Burnley 1 - Lutom - "
Burton-upon-Trent - 2 Manchester 2 23
Cardiff - 2 Merthyr Tydfil - 1
Carlisle - 2 Newcastle upon Tyne

Coventry - T and Gateshead 1 10
Darlington - b d




English and Welsh County Borough Fire Brigades

(cont*dl

No. of casualties No.. of casualties
Brigade Brigade
Fatal | Non-fatal Fatal | Dor-fatal
Newport (Mon) Stoke-on-Trent - 4
Northampton - 6 Sunderland - 6
Norwich - L] Swansea - 2
Nottingham 10 Tynemouth - 1
0ldham 3 3 Warrington - 4
Preston - 4 Hartlepool - 9
Rochdale - 1 Wigan. ) - 5
Rotherham - 5 Wolverhampton e 3
3t. Helens 1 York 1 2
Salford 3 Warley - 2
Sheffield 8 West Bromwich - 3
Southampton - 5 Teesside 1 10
Southend - 3
South Shields " 2
(B) English and Welsh County Fire Brigades
No. of casualties koe of casualties
Brigade B Brigade
Fatal|Non-fatal Fatal |[Non-fatal
Bedfordshire - 6 Cornwall 1 4
Berkshire and Reading - 1 Cumberland - 4
Brecon and Radnor - 1 Denbigh and Montgomery - 4
Buckinghamshire 1 12 Derbyshire 2 7
Caernarvonshire 1 9 Devonshire - 9
Cambridgeshire and Durham (Co) 1 14
Bly b - Essex 3 18
Cardigan T_;;lgshire _ 5  |Flintshire - 2
Cheshi re 4 2 Glamorgan - &
Gloucestershire - 1




English and Welsh County Fire Brigades (cont'a)

No. of casuvaliied No. of césue;lties
Brigade Brigade } i
Fatal|Non-fatal Fatal|Non-fatal }.

Hampshire o - 10 Not tinghamshire-- 1 8
Herefordshire A 2 |Shropshire 1 1
Hertfordshire B 28 Somerset - 2
Huntingdon and Staffordshire 3 9

Peterborough - E Suffolk and Ipswich - 2
Kent | 1 17 surrey ) '3
Lancashire 4 35 Sussex, Bast - 10
Leicestershire and Sussex. Wesk - -

Rut land. 1 1 :
Lines (Holland) _ 5 Warwickshire 2 24
Lines (_Lindsey) ' _ 4 Westmorland - 3
London (Greater) . 22 152 Wight, Isle of - !
Monmouthshire. - 5 Wiltshire h ; '
Norfoll N N el s - 20
Northamptonshire - 2 Yorkshire (E Ri ding) _ .. 2
Northumberland | - > |Yorkshire (N. Riding)| . -

Yorkshire {W. Riding) - 15
h (C) Scottish Fire Brigades (D) Northern Irish Fire Brigades
) Brigader _ No. of casualties Arigade No. of casualties

Fatal Non-fatal

Fatal| Non-fatal

Glasgow : 3 37 North - 3
Lanarkshire - 13 South 3 7
Cent ral 2 4 West - . 1
Western - 15 Belfast - 39
South Western 6 14, -

South Bagterm 2 14

F;if e 1 2

Perth and Kinross 1 ~

Angus 2. 1

North Bastern 2 6

Northern: 1
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