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FrS DEATHS m TIlE THIRD Q.UAlll'ER OF 1970

by

s, B. Chaildler

SUMMARY·

i
F.R. Note No. 849.

November, 1970.

A preliminary survey shows that 88 persons died in fires in the third

quarter of 1970. Of those. 79 were in England and Wales, 8 in Scotland

and one in Northern Ireaand.

The worst incidlents in this· quarter were a road traffic accident

in BirkenheSidl (7 deaths) and a multiple oCCllUpancy house in Vembley;

(6 deatha).

KEY VDRDS; Fatalities, fire statistia.
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FIRE DBAT~,IN TBB ,THIRD' QUARl'ER OF 1970
, ,

by
" ,

s. E. Chandler'

Introduction

'This repo~t 'gives pre1imiriary inrormation on deaths in fires attended

by fire brigad~a. It is based on reports of fires during the thi~d ,quarter

of 1970 which were received by 2nd November 1970 and is subject to revision.

The worst fatality 'fires in this quarter were in a multi":ocGlU~neY

house at Vambl~y (London) in which a woman and five children died in a room

that ,was locked from the inside, -and a road accident at Bii'kenhead involving

adomobile and a car and in which seven people sustained fatiil burns.

Tsbles 1 - 5 give further details of hazards,' times ofcal;Ls,sources

of ignitions, ages of buildings, age and sex. and causes of death. . ','"

Table' 6' gi:vea the numbers of' fatal aiid: non':'fatlilcisUaities i;l each brigade
'. ,~ ",' '. " ,..

area. A total of eighty-eight dilathswere reported in this quarter

- (79~&~·i~d and ·Wa.J.es, 8 i~ S~ti.s:nd and one in Northern Ireland)

sb~t, the same number as in the corresponding quarter in 1969. ,,'



~a.ble 1A Hazard in which fire started (England and Wales)
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IN BUILDINGS

-Hazard"in which fire

Table 1B, Hazard tn which .fire started (Scwtlil.nd)

- ! -- I I 'I I
- 'i N f No.of I No.of I

starteciIf~t~l'-' IllUltiple,! No.of .t., deat~s in I
f ' ! death : deaths' IllUltiple

, ~res'· • '
, 'j 'I 'fires ~ idea.th fires

~"';';="';';~--''-'''''''''''--:-''''''''''''''''''-~If---, !; I 1 !
TotaJ. 7 'f 8 ,2,

r Industry 1 , 1,
-.

Houses - not sta.ted 3 ~ 3
Flats - in blocks 2

,
2\,

- other or not state<i ; 1 " 1 2' 2,,

Table 1C Hazard in which fire started (N<!rtherIl" IreIa.nd}

Tliere was one death in a private house in Northern, Ireland.
~ -..' . . ' . . - . . . .' -.. . " "

TSJble 2A Time of call to fires (England and W~les)

No.of ,j No.of L -.'
, No.of

Time IllUltiple I No. of deaths inof call to fires fatal I death I deathsJ IllUltiple

I
fires I fires death fires

"" I II I
II

I ,T:arAi.'
'.;.1 , ,,

56 12 ,79 35I
" I" ,

I i
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.j i i !
Micinight - 02.59 ' I 9 9 .. I' - - " , " .~"i.. 'I •, 03.00,- 05.59 I 9 2 11 I 4-

I t

, ,.06.00 ,",_08.59_ __ I ' 6- L ' .. 2· -9 5", !

I 09.00 - 1,1.59 10 3 19 '. 12-
i

12.00 - 14.59 6 1 7 .. I" 2:

15.00 - 17.59 5, 2: 11 8

18.00 - 20.59 4 2 6 ' , 4 i,
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21..00 - 23.59 3,-
j
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Late calL, 4 4 -,i
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Table~ 2B Time of call to: fires (ScotlamdJ"',:
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. Taible 3B Source' of, ignition of fires :(SeotlaIUQ
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Table 3C
. -

Source of ignition of fires (Northern IreJ.and)
- .'

The C'/IDS:e. of the one fatal fire in Northern Ireland "lIBlS :recoxded
." ;; ',' ...... l,••

~, Iidoubtful" •

: ~ -' ,~. . \ ::.,.,' ~

Table 4A Date of construction of buildings. (where applicable)
(Eng~<;l.. andJJ~e.fJJ. ,." ,", .,.:.... .
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l'
j

2

2

4,

14

11.

··... 35;

i
1 .,
I'

!: :
i
I'
\
I
! .

r
1

I...
i

2

2

4
1

7

6

12

214

3

2

t

1

1

12
I

56 1
I

10 I
11 .i

2 ;

l'
4
1

6

5
1

15

,No.of·' .!- No.of
NC?of. 0" , No.of
fatal multJ.ple ~ deaths deaths. Ln
.... '" death" " . ,. multiple
fir.es, i fO ~ .;I-~·th f').re8· ,.u..c= ' J.res..,

! .

!
.!

r
I

·1
" '.' , I'

I
.!

Da.te of construc.tiolDl

.' :.

Pre ':.: 1900

. 1900 - 1909

1910 "- 191.9

1920 '- 1929

1930 - 1939

1940 ~ 1949

1.950 - 1959"

1960 onw:aa-ds
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Table 4B Date of constructi~ of buildings. (where applicable)
(Scotland)

7
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~ ;. ~ .
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Table 40 Date of construction of buildings (Northern Ireland)
- .~-

The one fatal c~ualty in Northern Ireland occurred in a house

budLt in'1890.

Table 5& Sex and age of fatal casualties
.,

i EngLand, and, , Norther:r1li.. I
.'Age (years}

, . j . Waies ' ' Scotlanell
Irelandi

1

i
,

Male Female Female j . Ma:le, Female. ,. I
I rI,

I
,

~·TQrAL 43
,

36 5 3 ~I
I :j'..... ,

I I

I
-I I

ij Under 1 ,I 1i ;! .
J

" j ., . ,. r : .. .'-_... ,'to • r
:

1 -,4 3 9 1 :

! 1 "
I ~ .

5 - 14 6 :3 1 I -
I

..

15, 44 16 10 1
,-
t45 - 64 11 4 1 .1. -i ~

..

65 - 74 4 2 1 : ' .,

I75 and 3 7 1. 2 •
: over I ,!
I ~ J...
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,Table; 5B Gause of· .death "'.:. ~ '.~:.: ::.. :': :::. ~ .

- _. - ...... - " .. .. -. "-_.. ~.. '. .
,', I' . ',' " .'. . .

~.:I:and apd..l .._ S~ia~d" ... J~qrthern
Ii.9.].e-'3- " -, . '- Ireland
".,~,-~ .', l,

:

r
i.

-Bizrns .., 20 -2-,
" -,

Asphyxiation 29 3,.~.

Unknown
I

30. , 3
, ~: II,

-, .;

j' "

,. -!.
879

,
~.
I

, " J
, ....Cause- of ,death- j

'.,
-, •• J.

Table 6 Numbersof~autiea in each bngade area

. .. .! ~ . ~.,

'. 'Li ,
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(A) English and Welsh County Borough Fire Brigades

!
..

Brigade Fatal Non-.f$.taJ. Brigade Fatal Non-fat&l.
!

I I

Barnsley Oldham
I

3I - . 2: .. ., .
~..

!, IBadih _.
! 2. Plymouth

j - 3
i Rirkeilhead e Portsmouth 1, : - , -I ,

I,
i,

.J

B1i.=ngham

Blackpool

lIIolton.

Bootle

Rournemouth

Bradford

Bristol

Burnley

Burton upon Trent

c.hester

Coventry

Derby

Dudley

Exeter

HaQifaoc

Hastings.

Kingston upon Hull. !
Leeds .

Liverpool

Lutom

Manehester

Merthyr Tydfil,

Ne"ca.stle/Gateshead/

New.port (Mon.)

Norw.ich

. Not1;ingham

4

1

4

1

3

!..,

34

4

2

.5

2:

1

5
2.

1

1:

13

4

2

4

4
1

11

11

8

8

4
2

5

3
1

6

I
, Preston

Rotherhaml

ISt. Helens
. j Saili'ord

. '1' Sheffield

Solihull
I

., Southampton,
i 5,outhport
I
: South Shields

Stockport

Stoke-on-Trent

Sunderland

WaU.lasey
I
· \Iaa-ringt on

; 'lIigan
,

· 'lIo1verhampton

: York

Warley

· West Bromwich

, T.ees-side

- 8 -
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1

1

2

2

11

2

2

1

3

5
2: ;,

1

1i

2.

9

5
1

3

2

2:

2

1

4
2:
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(B)E.nglish amdVelsh County ,Fire :Brigades':,";':'- ,

.'-_.. --_~ ..
:

Brigarle : ) , ,Fata.l Non-'fatiaJ. ; , Brigade' 'Waltal Non-fatal._.. ~ .. .... ,

Bedfordshire - 6 Merioneth --.' c':"' -. ~. :1 -, !
Berkshire and Reading - 5 Norfolk ',,: . '.' -:";. ; ,1i 13.... ,' ,-

Brecon/Radnorshire - 3 Northumberland' , , - ,13 ,

Buckfnghanehare - t: Nott'inghamshire ' ,., - 5 t

Ca:ernarvonshire 1i Somerset,': ','
"

1- , ,".' ' , I -
Cambridge/Ely 1, Staf:fu>rdshire : ,', 1 i 6- "

l;\heshire 4 i 3: Suffolk amd Ipswich 1 I 6"

C.O rnwaJ.1. " 1 I 5 SU!'lrey :;. " ,- '_~' 1I -, ..
C.umberlanGl! - 2, Sussex; ,,'East', ".,\; - 4

I
Derbyshire 1 I 3 Sussex, ~est' ....... ',I "" - 5 ,
Devon, and Torb!ll,Y' i 3 ' ; , , 1 ltIamn:cksh±re ., .. , .. '~" .", 1 6"

Durham (ce.) 2 i - tight, I Sole of - 5

I
"'.

' ' '., .".: ,"'-_""" , , ".;". ,
Essex 1. 9 \liltshire ' ,1 2

G;lou~stershire .! ,- 2 ~o:r:Cllsj;eJ:,.Cit,ty/Co)lIltj 1 ,-
0 ,. -, ... .. 0,

Hertfordshire ! - , .~I Yorkshire " ~ - 2..

I (East llidipg)Huntingdon/ ,." . ,'- 0, ' , ~l"o
' 0 ..

Peterhorough , I Yorkshire ':-''''" .. ~ 2:

Kent
,
,2 1;1

(No'rth Ridl:i.ng) , ,

I Yorkshire
. ".

2 HiLam.<W.Shi re 1, - o(W:es:t~id,:i.n.g),.. .... '
.'~" .._... ,....- ," 'I ' ''''1,Lincolnshire - ,

(Kesteven)
;,

..
i,

1Lincolnshire I I 6"
(Lindsey)

ILondon (Greater) 2,2 172
I
I

i
i

I

-9, -



(o) Scottish Fire.. Brigades

"'

Brigade '.Flaltal'_. lIDn-fatal

!
Glasgow. 2: 40 I
Lanarkshire 7-

Central. 1 6

VesttEr'rl 3 16

South Westerm 1. 2

South Ea.!:jtern 10

Fife 6

Aulgus 3
North Foalstern 2.

Northe.rtU, 6 (
r :',

.J

(D) Northern I-riah Fire Briga:des

North

Belfast

11

- 10 '-

.
"

Non-fatal J

6
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