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SUMMARY

A preliminary survey shows that there were 147 fatal casualties in fires
’ . attended by fire brigades in England and Wales during the first quarter of
' 1971. The corresponding figures for Scotland and Northern Irelan@ were 31
and 2 respectively. It is likely that because of an industrial dispute
| involving the fire services these figures are underestimates of the true
figures.

KEY WORDS: Fatalities, fire statistics

Crown copyright

This report has not been published and
should be considered as confidential advance
information. No reference should be made
to it in any publication without the written
consent of the Director of Fire Research.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND FIRE OFFICES’ COMMITTEE
JOINT FIRE RESEARCH ORGANIZATION




F.R. Note No.873 *
May 1971

FIRE DEATHS IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1971

by
'S, E. Chandler

INTRODUCTION

This report is one of a series of quarterly reports giving preliminary
information on deaths in fires attended by fire brigedes. It is: based on
information received by 30th April 1971 and is subject to revision.. It is
probable that some deaths and injuries are not included because-of an-
industrial dispute .involving the fire brigades; as & result the 1nfprmation
in this note is not comparable with other notes in the series.

One hundred and forty-séven-faﬁal'casualtieé-were reportediin England
and Wales, 31 in Scotland and 2 in Northern Ireland. Non-fatal casualties
numbered 666 64 and 14 respectlvely in the same . areas.

Tables 1=5 glve details of hazards, timea- of call sources of 1gn1t10n,
dates of construction, age and sex and causes . .of deaths Table 6 glves the
numbers. of fatal and non-fatal casualtles in each brigade area



Table 1A.

Hazard in which fire started (England and Wales)
a No.of No. of
Hagard in which fire started fatal | multiple | No.of | deaths in
Fives death deaths | multiple
s o T ) fivest Loy death fires
TOTAL 131 13 147 29
IN BUILDINGS ‘Total | 124 13 140 29
Industry "4 1 5 2
Digtributive trades 2 - 2 -
. *Financial,. professional and - . . ) L -
miscellaneous servites 6 Tt T 2c
Clubs, hotels, - restaurants : ’ R e
and publlc houses "' : "2 R 3 2w
'Houses +~ detached or seml-detached Co14 2 16 47
- terraced’ 181 - 4 23 9
- not stated 43 3 48 8
* Flats - in .blocks’ O R § - 4 -
o - converted : 19 1 20 - .2
- other or°not stated - “6 = C 6 R
Non-institutional dwellings as
part of other occupancies * - 17 - 1 =
. Private sheds, garéges,uetc;‘ - 2 - 2 £
Other { S : 3 = % -
NOT IN BUILDINGS Total 7. - 7 -
Road vehicles 4 - 4 -
Caravans 1 - 1 -
Other 2 - 2 -
Table 2A., Time of call to fires (England and Wales)
No.of No.cf No.of
. . : multiple | No.of deaths in
Time of call to fires ggtzl death - deaths | multiple
1res fires death fires
-TOTAL 131 13 147 29
; Midnight - 02.59 15 16 2
. 03.00 - 05.59 8 - 8 -
06.00 - 08.59 " - 1 -
09.00 ~ 11.59 16 2 18 4.
, 12.00 - 14.59 18 3 23 8
15.00 - 17.59 9 1 10 2
18,00 - 20.59 15 2 17 4
Late call 5 - 5 -
Not stated 23 4 28 9
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Table_3A. .Source of ignition of}fifes.(Eﬁgiand and Wales)
|
. ‘Ho.bf No.:f L . go.zis
‘ ‘ e ea P e ‘multiple | No.of" ea in
|'Source of dignition.of ‘fire ,gszzi 1 death ~'[“deaths | multiple
=77 | . fires : - death fires

TOTAL 131 .13 147 29
Children with fire "3 - 3 -
Crash .or collision : 1 - 1 -
"Malicious ignition, .suicide 2 - 2 -
‘Matches, tapers, .etc. 1 o 1 -
‘Smoking ‘materidls 15 2 17 4
‘Electric -~ .space heating 9 - 9 - -
-=-wire and cable -4 - 4 -
- ‘blanket 4 B 5 2
- other 3 - 3 -
Gas -- cooking 4 1 5 2
.- :gpace heating | 4 - 4 : -
S0¥id .fuel - fire in grate D I B 12 2
‘0il .- .space heating 5 - 5 P
«~ other 1 - 1 =
«Other 4 - 4 -
Unknown* 60 |- 8 A 19

*Includes fires reported .as WUnknown, pending inques%"

‘Téble -4A. Date -of construction of ‘buildings ‘(where appllcable)
/(England :and Wales)

| Nosor | No-of | No.of °
1 Date -of :construction i ggfalj_gziz;?le‘_gg;gisg iigzgglzn
;.‘1r99: fires || death fires
1 TOTAL 131 13 147 E‘ 29
Pre - 1900 21 ! 4 24 5 4
1900 ~ 1909 30 - 3 335 6
1910 = 1919 ‘6 - 6 -
1920 = 1929 T 1 -8 2
1930 ~ 1939 15 2 17 4
1940 - 1949 4 1 -5 2
1950 - 1959 T - 7 -
1960 onwards 7 1 8 2
Not stated . 27 4 32 9
Not applicable (outdoor hazard) 7 - T -




Table 1B.. Hagard in which. fire started, (Scotlang) .-

.- R NO of T 1 Tiead
R - P ISt multiple | No.of | deaths in

Hazard in which fire started. ?1’,21 | deatn : -| deaths | multiple”

C S ATe8 1 fires death fires
YTorar . S 25 3 31 9:

Medical services - . 1 | - 1. -
Clubs, hotels, restaurants o S LT BETIT
and public houses : 1 - RS o=tk
Houses - type not stated -5 1 - B 4
Flats -.in blocks 6 1~ 8. '3
- converted o1 - 1 - .

- other or not stated 8 - 8 -

NOT IN BUILDINGS Total 3 1 4 2
Caravans 2 1 3 5 f
Other = 1 - 1" -

Table 2B. ' Time of call to fires (Scotland)
l ' N'o of - -Nc;.‘of No.of
. . : multiple | No.of deaths in
Tlm,e? .°,f_. c_:‘all. t.f),.. fires . i?:l death -deaths | 'multiple -
TR ] fives death fires
TOTAL . 25 3 31 9
--I:Midnight - 02.59 - N A q-- 4 S TC e
+ 03.00 - 05.59 3 1 4 2
06,00 ~ 08,59 -+ | © -1 S " - :
09.00 - '11.59 6 |y - 6 b= ':
12.00 - 14.59 3 - 3 = {
. 18.00 - 20.59 2 - 2 = .
21.00 - 23,59 N 7 & f
Late ‘call: 1 - 1 Ve :
. Not stated 3 - 3 T '




Table 3B. Source of igﬁition of fires (Scotland)

_ No.of No.of _ No.of i
s . : multiple | No.of deaths in |
Source of ignition of fire gjﬁ death deaths | multiple ' |:
fires death fires |
TOTAL 25 3 31 9
Smoking materials 9 1 10 2
Eleciric - space heating - - C - -
-~ wire and cable 2 1 5 4
~ blanket - - - -
- other 1 - 1 -
Other 1 - 1 -
Unknown* 12 1 14 3
*Includes fires reported as "Unknown, pending inquest' _ z
Table 4B. Date of construction of buildings (where applicable)
(Scotland) - C
No.of No.of
Déte of construction I;o%gi multiple { No.of | deaths in
1 0 : f?.res death deaths | multiple -
* fires death fires
TOTAL 25 3. 31, .9
Pre - 1900 1 - 1 -
1900 - 1909 8 2. 13 7
1910 « 1919 1 - 1 - -
1920 - 1929 1 - 1 -
: 1930 - 1939 3 - 3 - ;
. 1950 -~ 1959 1 - 1 -
’ 1960 onwards 2 - 2 -
Kot stated 5 - 5 -
Not applicable (outdoor hazard) | 3 1 4 2




Table {C. Hazard in which fire started (Northern Ireland)
No.of No,of No.of
. . . ; multiple | No.of deaths in
Hagard in wh}gb fire star?ed §?222~ _death deaths | multiple

LIS fires © - | death fires
POTAT, I e e [ e ;
*IN BUTLDINGS “Total | 2 o 2 <o
House - type not stated 2 - 2 = '7
s
b |

H

Tgble 2C. Time of call to fires (Northern Ireland) -

_ No.of No.of - Nd,of
; . ; multiple | No.of - deaths in ..
fime of call to fires | fatal | goaty deaths | multiple .-
TS | rires death fires
TOTAL 2 - L2 -
09.00 - 11.59 1 - 1 -
12.00 -.14.59 1 - 1 P

Table 3C.,. Source .of ignition.of fires (Northern Ireland)nu—uﬁ-

v .
st

Nd'ofi' No.of . oo |No.of .
_ P L oo il multiple | No.,of |deaths in
‘Source of ignition of fire ??3:; death deaths . [multiple..|..
1 fires death fires|,
TOTAL | 2 - 2

Electric - space heating
Unknown#*

*Inciudes fires reported as 'Unknowﬁ, pending inquest'

Table 4C.

) .
T

“(Northern Iréland)
No.of No,of
. No.of | multiple | No.of deaths in
Date of construction | . i.; | geath deaths | multiple
fires | fires death fires

TOTAL 2 - 2 -
Pre - 1900 1 - 1 -
1900 - 1909 1 - 1 -

Date of congstruction of Bﬁildings (ﬁhe:e-qppliqay;e)‘".t
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Table SA, Sex and age of fatal casualties

y Northern
Age (years) England and Wales Scotland Ireland -
Male | Female Not Male | Female | Male | Female
stated
TOTAY 67 75 5 21 10 - 2
{nder 1 2 4 - - - - -
1 -4 8 7 1 9 - - 1
5-14 1 1 1 - - - -
15 - 44 10 6 - 4 2 - -
45 - 64 12 14 - 4 3 - -
65 - 74 13 12 - 2 - - 1
75 and over 15 30 - 1 5 - -
Not stated 6 1 3 1 - - -
Table 5B. Cause of death
England and Northern
Cause of death.. Wales Scotland Iieland
TOTAL 147 31 2
Burns 46 10 1
Asphyxiaetion 51 9 -
Other or
unknown 50 12 T

Table 6., Numbers of casualties in each brigade area

FatalJ Non-fatal"
UNITED KINGDOM 180 744 '
England & Wales 147 666
Scotland 31 64
Northern Ireland 2 14




(A) English and Welsh County Borough Fire Brigades

Brigade Patal | Non-fatal Brigade FPatal | Non-fatal
Barnsley - 2 Luton 2
Bath - 1 Manchester ) - '8
Birkenhead 4 5 Merthyr Tydfil N 1
Birmingham 4 86 Newcastle/Gateshead M
Blackburn 1 4 Newport (Mon.) - '8
Blackpool - '8 Northampton = | - .5
Bolton 2 14 Norwich N - 4
Bootle - 1 Nottingham. (I S b
Bournemouth 1 1 Plymotith T2 12
Bradford 3 21 Preston 1 . ‘6
Brighton - - Rotherham - 2
Bristol 1 5 Sheffield 2 4
Burnley . 1 1. Solihull = 2
Burton upon Tren - 4 Southampton = A
Coventry 1 4 Southend ¢ A o=
Darlington - 1 South Shields = 4
Derby A 4 Stockport - ‘5
Dewsbury. .. - 1 Stoke-on-Trent i S |
Dudley 2 g Sunderland - 8
Eastbourne - 2 Swansea 2 2
Exeter - 1 . Tynemouth 2 -

loucester - 2 Walsall - 2
Great Yarmouth - 1 . | Warrington .. R B 1
Hastings ! - 1 | Hartlepool -
Huddergfield ) - 2. Wolverhampton 18
Kingston upon Hull 1 14 York _ i 2
Leeds ! 5 3 Warley _ 2
Liverpool 4 - West Bromwich ! 12

(B) English and Welsh County Fire Brigades

Brigade Fatal|Non=fatal " Brigade Fatal|Non-fatal
Bedfordshire 1 5 . {Kent "2 12
Brecon/Radnorshire - 1 Lancashire 6 2
Cambridge/Ely 2 6 Leicester/Rutland - "
Cardigan/Carmarthen 1 2 Lincolnshire (Kesteven)| - 1
Cheshire 1 9 London (Greater) 33 184
Cornwall 2 3 Norfolk T 4 -
Cumberland - 1 Northamptonshire:: 1 8
Derhigh/Montgomery 1 2 Northumberland ' 3 9
Derbyshire 1 3 Nottinghamshire : : 4 2
Devon and Torbay 2 - Shropshire S - 15
Dorset 1 1 Somerset - 3 5
Durham (Co.) 1 1 Staffordshire 1 Z
Essex 2 9 Suffolk and Ipswich 3 6
Flintshire 2 3 Sussex, East 2 17
Glamorgan - 4 Wight, Isle of - 2
Gloucestershire 1 1 Wiltshire 3 -
Hampshire 3 1 Worcester City/County 3 3
Herefordshire - 1 Yorkshire ENorth Riging)| 1 -
Hertfordshire 2 - Yorkshire (West Riding 7 19
Huntingdon/Peterborough | 1 2




(C) Scottish Fire Brigades

Brigede

FPatal Non-fatal

Glasgow
Lansrkshire
Central
Western
South Western
South Bastern
Fife

Perth and Kinross
Angus

North Eastern
Northern

MNP NN, PN =2 OO
—
W RO s ]

(D) Northern Irish Fire Brigades

Brigade Fatal Non-fatal

Belfast

14









